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Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all the Israelites had gone
there to make him king,
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When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was in Egypt,
where he had fled from King Solomon), he returned from

Egypt.
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So they sent for Jeroboam, and he and all Israel went to
Rehoboam and said to him:
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“Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh
labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.”
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Rehoboam answered, “Come back to me in three days,” So the
people went away,
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Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his

father Solomon during his lifetime, “How would you advise me
to answer these people?” he asked,
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They replied, “If you will be kind to these people and please

them and give them a favorable answer, they will always be
your servants,”
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But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and

consulted the young men who had grown up with him and
were serving him,
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He asked them, “What is your advice? How should we answer

these people who say to me, Lighten the yoke your father put
on us?’
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The young men who had grown up with him replied, “Tell the
people who have said to you, Your father put a heavy yoke

on us, but make our yoke lighter - tell them, ‘My little finger is
thicker than my father's waist,
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My father laid on you a heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier,

My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with
scorpions,”
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“Can you pull in the leviathan with a fishhook or tie down his
tongue with a rope?
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Can you put a cord through his nose or pierce his jaw with a
hook?

aR0] oA YAl Alsted 2l R viAl 2
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Will he keep begging you for mercy? Will he speak to you with
gentle words?

o}%| 7o) Yot AloFS Pl Y= 25 U3 Fog A
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Will he make an agreement with you for you to take him as
your slave for life?
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Can you make a pet of him like a bird or put him on a leash
for your girls?
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Will traders barter for him? Will they divide him up among the
merchants?

Wk 58] e Bo 2 1715 A2 44e 1 vz
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Can vyou fill his hide with harpoons or his head with fishing
spears?
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If you lay a hand on him, you will remember the struggle and
never do it again!
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Any hope of subduing him is false; the mere sight of him is
overpowering,
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No one is fierce enough to rouse him, Who then is able to
stand against me?
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23



11

12

13

14

15

16

F7F 1A WA FaL Y= stels 2] sl 2 st
h= 2ol o W Aoz}

Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under
heaven belongs to me,
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I will not fail to speak of his limbs, his strength and his
graceful form,
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Who can strip off his outer coat? Who would approach him
with a bridle?
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Who dares open the doors of his mouth, ringed about with his
fearsome teeth?
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His back has rows of shields tightly sealed together;
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each is so close to the next that no air can pass between.,
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They are joined fast to one another; they cling together and
cannot be parted,
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His snorting throws out flashes of light; his eyes are like the
rays of dawn,
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Firebrands stream from his mouth; sparks of fire shoot out,
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Smoke pours from his nostrils as from a boiling pot over a fire
of reeds.
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His breath sets coals ablaze, and flames dart from his mouth,
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Strength resides in his neck; dismay goes before him,
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The folds of his flesh are tightly joined; they are firm and
immovable,
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His chest is hard as rock, hard as a lower millstone,

25 T70] ol AEhE Feieiste Sohtalel
When he rises up, the mighty are terrified; they retreat before
his thrashing,

26 7] Toll) = 280] glit Folut Folt FUEE
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The sword that reaches him has no effect, nor does the spear
or the dart or the javelin,
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Iron he treats like straw and bronze like rotten wood.,
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Arrows do not make him flee; slingstones are like chaff to him,
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A club seems to him but a piece of straw; he laughs at the
rattling of the lance,
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His undersides are jagged potsherds, leaving a trail in the mud
like a threshing sledge.
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He makes the depths churn like a boiling caldron and stirs up
the sea like a pot of ointment,
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Behind him he leaves a glistening wake; one would think the
deep had white hair,
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Nothing on earth is his equal - a creature without fear,
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He looks down on all that are haughty; he is king over all that
are proud,”
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Then Job replied to the LORD:
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“T know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be
thwarted.
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You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without

knowledge?” Surely 1 spoke of things 1 did not understand,
things too wonderful for me to know,
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You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and
you shall answer me
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My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.
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Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes,”
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After the LORD had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz
the Temanite, “I am angry with you and your two friends,

because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my
servant Job has,
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So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant
Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves, My servant
Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal
with you according to your folly, You have not spoken of me
what is right, as my servant Job has.”
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So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the

Naamathite did what the LORD told them; and the LORD
accepted Job’s prayer,
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Three days later Jeroboam and all the people returned to
Rehoboam, as the king had said, “Come back to me in three days
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The king answered them harshly, Rejecting the advice of the elders,
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he followed the advice of the young men and said, “My father

made your yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier, My father
scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions,”
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So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of events

was from God, to fulfill the word the LORD had spoken to
Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite,
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When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they
answered the king: “What share do we have in David, what

part in Jesse’s son? To your tents, O Israell Look after your own
house, O David!” So all the Israelites went home,

T o AeEl ARs olaEtd AREEelAlE 23R
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But as for the Israelites who were living in the towns of Judah,
Rehoboam still ruled over them,
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King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram, who was in charge of
forced labor, but the Israelites stoned him to death. King

Rehoboam, however, managed to get into his chariot and
escape to Jerusalem,
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So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to
this day;,
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When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he mustered the house
of Judah and Benjamin - a hundred and eighty thousand

fighting men - to make war against Israel and to regain the
kingdom for Rehoboam,
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But this word of the LORD came to Shemaiah the man of God:

EuEo o5 fr} 9 25 Rel frieh WuRlel] 43 =
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“Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon king of Judah and to all the
Israelites in Judah and Benjamin,

5N o|fto] WSS Usle SEHA] 2t Y
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“This is what the LORD says: Do not go up to fight against your
brothers, Go home, every one of you, for this is my doing.”

So they obeyed the words of the LORD and turned back from
marching against Jeroboam,
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Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem and built up towns for defense
in Judah:

2 S e} ol =a0l}

Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa,
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Beth Zur, Soco, Adullam,
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Gath, Mareshah, Ziph,
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Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah,
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Zorah, Aijalon and Hebron, These were fortified cities in Judah
and Benjamin,
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He strengthened their defenses and put commanders in them,
with supplies of food, olive oil and wine,
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He put shields and spears in all the cities, and made them very
strong, So Judah and Benjamin were his,
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The priests and Levites from all their districts throughout Israel
sided with him,
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The Levites even abandoned their pasturelands and property,

and came to Judah and Jerusalem because Jeroboam and his
sons had rejected them as priests of the LORD,
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And he appointed his own priests for the high places and for
the goat and calf idols he had made,
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Those from every tribe of Israel who set their hearts on seeking

the LORD, the God of Israel, followed the Levites to Jerusalem
to offer sacrifices to the LORD, the God of their fathers,
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They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported

Rehoboam son of Solomon three years, walking in the ways
of David and Solomon during this time,
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Rehoboam married Mahalath, who was the daughter of

David’s son Jerimoth and of Abihail, the daughter of Jesse’s
son Eliab,
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She bore him sons: Jeush, Shemariah and Zaham,
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Then he married Maacah daughter of Absalom, who bore him
Abijah, Attai, Ziza and Shelomith,
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Rehoboam loved Maacah daughter of Absalom more than any
of his other wives and concubines. In all, he had

eighteen wives and sixty concubines, twenty-eight sons and
sixty daughters,
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Rehoboam appointed Abijah son of Maacah to be the chief
prince among his brothers, in order to make him king.
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He acted wisely, dispersing some of his sons throughout the
districts of Judah and Benjamin, and to all the fortified cities,

He gave them abundant provisions and took many wives for
them,
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After Rehoboam's position as king was established and he had

become strong, he and all Israel with him abandoned the law
of the LORD,
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Because they had been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak king of
Egypt attacked Jerusalem in the fifth year of King Rehoboam,
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With twelve hundred chariots and sixty thousand horsemen

and the innumerable troops of Libyans, Sukkites and Cushites
that came with him from Egypt,
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he captured the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as
Jerusalem,
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Then the prophet Shemaiah came to Rehoboam and to the
leaders of Judah who had assembled in Jerusalem for fear of
Shishak, and he said to them, “This is what the LORD says,

‘You have abandoned me; therefore, I now abandon you to
Shishak.”
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The leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves and
said, “The LORD is just.”
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When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, this word
of the LORD came to Shemaiah: “Since they have humbled
themselves, I will not destroy them but will soon give them

deliverance. My wrath will not be poured out on Jerusalem
through Shishak.
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They will, however, become subject to him, so that they may

learn the difference between serving me and serving the kings
of other lands.”
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When Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem, he carried
off the treasures of the temple of the LORD and the treasures

of the royal palace, He took everything, including the gold
shields Solomon had made,
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So King Rehoboam made bronze shields to replace them and

assigned these to the commanders of the guard on duty at the
entrance to the royal palace,
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Whenever the king went to the LORD's temple, the guards

went with him, bearing the shields, and afterward they
returned them to the guardroom,
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Because Rehoboam humbled himself, the LORD's anger turned

from him, and he was not totally destroyed. Indeed, there was
some good in Judah,
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After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made him

prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had
before,
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All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him
before came and ate with him in his house, They comforted
and consoled him over all the trouble the LORD had brought

upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold
ring,
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The LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the
first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a
thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys.
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And he also had seven sons and three daughters,
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The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and
the third Keren-Happuch,
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Nowhere in all the land were there found women as
beautiful as Job's daughters, and their father granted them
an inheritance along with their brothers,
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After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his
children and their children to the fourth generation,
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And so he died, old and full of years,
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The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at
Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin,
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The word of the LORD came to him in the thirteenth year of
the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah,
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and through the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah,
down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of
Josiah king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile,
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The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
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“Before 1 formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were
born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations,”

66



6

10

U} ol & ol F oz ofel WA vz ofole}
e 28 A Eahfolct s

“Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I
am only a child”
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But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, Tam only a child. You

must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I
command you,
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Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue
you,” declares the LORD,
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Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth
and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth,
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See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot
and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant,”

110t
Ol 2 Aol A
OF 9f 4~5km H0{
T oIt =22
O gkodx} Ot L|OF H
Off AT HIAFE ofH|o}
2ol gkl OfLExRoll
A offiajopt E4st
Lk 7|=0i| w2 of2y]
0[0k= oH[ofEel &=
20lck.

HEX
555

12 QA[0f

APt goz 53
§taif= FH 6392
2 Lefzict eAdr &
x| 3Ee F4 626

271l Aoz B

1:3 A|E7|0F

Srie| ofxjer goz
olgels Al=7|ope
ofeiojofel Zole
2l o122 TAREICHR
211~10, 38:14~29).

67



Ofal | TxIxol o|n|S HZt5iD] LS HH3| 9Iof ZAICE

1. ol2f|ojofoi|7| SH-tel2| 2r20] JRLICHI~3).

&3] Tuo] AdRPEAL B dEnlobs o|Aetd AV HAE *}Zﬂ% 73-‘:% s,
2ot dOTNILYE o2 efnRtFolut FTig APBE Ao
3L fTh G LA} AZoR, AlE7ope] o] &S AR St Ho
AAFAR] ¥ k3l SUTh2-33). o] A7)0 G2 AA| PR} PR R T
™ gl AEo 2 28 50X QY EHAY B2 B AT QAR

eyshAl gyt 125 217E -3 A] 13180 ofemopoll Al o] ¢lstal 1—4 AT} 4
& Soto] Wil FRE7] AT FO 2 mEhe AP dlRmopt o &4,
Fof) S22 Aol whelE Fgh of=topS AXFH oprobd AAPEe] argkol|A] var
TEoldthe AYUTHIA). AV 4712 ol o] Algho 2 7had Algt
7= AlEE WL, 2o 2t X2 0 2 sl 18 flof 7iEe) iEhs EXY

A g

= ek

—Hlml

T

An}
=
At

[

7]

o

o E
ol

of

=N
()]
i=

o
furr
1% 2

I>

2 2ol A ofl2f|ojoF7t F2{ @I RtLTh4~10).

e sl 2] & feke] FAEE o7t of2|xE] &5 T Alo] obdutt. Tl o
eujopolA] Lofid shbd o] A= T AFFS] EAIE 185t ARdE UM A 7h2El A
E4S LO7)A IEUTE W7 HE EEfoll 27] Mol BE LUAL HI7} el A Lo
ol UE /dEstlal YE of8] yehe] AAAR Mlgl=el (64) ofF S¥slal: 59 7
&S Y2 dllimlore] A gol #EE <7, 18 Soto] Eee WA 2 o Rkt

1 S0l Aoph= Mg FelAl= s E ] LR kS-S oAl Fut 22y s ol
A offm|op7E 2R Hhg-2 T EolE U shubd o] I 23 E ‘ofol2hz Tol2 d=
A7) el shERE E2iAA] o siA|aL .o7|al B A O FAIH, Sl A sEAIRL
ChaL T3 Th6~87). o] & ollA] FAf= ofjzimlof A4l Qtoll & 7o &-& EohiAlaL
AAARRZ Ml e-Al= Shbde] 282k 15 S8l Fal =il ubBEal oA Al o]2et
o] vEiE RARA PYrh107).

HE | U otof S0 XpAIS ATEAICE

1. 0|A2tAo| ofts 1, e, BUHEZ|, TIA| MIRALE A0l | AfE ofl2{0jokE M4

2. ofl2fojobAMel 20| Ba|o et 7140|287} 7H 2K 7|SE 0|/ E S5, 0] 25 etof|
Ltet 22| 7Hgo| S22 est=X| SOHEAICE

68



OFAA
e o

1)

2t & M

A
=o=z

SA7| | or20f ofzre 1RS LAl B P2 IS S HMo| ZAICH

71k | FA 20| &F5IEE ZHIEIAICE U S| AlHeR 7| Tal: E5LCE
A 921~6 1 7fEH =OAl BILEL, =L ZIALE E2|0f, = 0|2 S waists 240| SBLICH 20
off Z=Elo] AfRtS 2E|ny, Bt Z=Elo| MAISHAIS oals 20| SALICH Y S $ioy|of H= =S Ef
04 42 71240l| L0{M Leelishs 20| ZELICH ¢ i, UMM 1A LS AZI5HH 7|BL|CE 24 0|
2 XS 7|f510HA, BIS SILICE 5 FY, ZLIHM 5HA 0| O] O|ZAHIE L7k FLlo| A
k0| O] O|CHX|E ZIBLITE? ¢ RESHXI7}0|Z4S 2X| 2511, OJ2sH X7+ 0|24S IHEkK| REHLICH
T QU MoHSHS of5t HTa|AE

QTO 7l=0 SM0O S=0O 2 zzstadssno £W0 0 29 azEO



Alis} 12:13~16

es9| 28 312 I StLIEMH| 0|F2|0f

A,
-.-E;ll‘

;9
I

o=F

13

14

15

23R} 2 o F AN 2A AlEE 27 slo] A
gy} 23Ho] 99loll 25 uol] vol7t AR A} o
A7 2 ol eI o|2elele] e Ast Folp diato]
0] o] B2 A1 Aol 41 ek k) 2wt
of ofeue] o] &£ Loluka G olglolcie}

King Rehoboam established himself firmly in Jerusalem and
continued as king, He was forty-one years old when he
became king, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem,
the city the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel in

which to put his Name, His mother's name was Naamah; she
was an Ammonite,
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He did evil because he had not set his heart on seeking the
LORD.
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As for the events of Rehoboam's reign, from beginning to end,
are they not written in the records of Shemaiah the prophet

and of Iddo the seer that deal with genealogies? There was
continual warfare between Rehoboam and Jeroboam.
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Rehoboam rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of
David, And Abijah his son succeeded him as king,
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In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jeroboam, Abijah
became king of Judah,
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and he reigned in Jerusalem three years, His mother's name

was Maacah, a daughter of Uriel of Gibeah, There was war
between Abijah and Jeroboam,
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Abijah went into battle with a force of four hundred thousand

able fighting men, and Jeroboam drew up a battle line against
him with eight hundred thousand able troops,
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Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill country of
Ephraim, and said, “Jeroboam and all Israel, listen to mel!
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Don't you know that the LORD, the God of Israel, has given
the kingship of Israel to David and his descendants forever by
a covenant of salt?
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Yet Jeroboam son of Nebat, an official of Solomon son of
David, rebelled against his master,
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Some worthless scoundrels gathered around him and opposed

Rehoboam son of Solomon when he was young and indecisive
and not strong enough to resist them,
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And now you plan to resist the kingdom of the LORD, which
is in the hands of David's descendants, You are indeed a vast

army and have with you the golden calves that Jeroboam made
to be your gods.
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But didn't you drive out the priests of the LORD, the sons of
Aaron, and the Levites, and make priests of your own as the
peoples of other lands do? Whoever comes to consecrate
himself with a young bull and seven rams may become a priest
of what are not gods,
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As for us, the LORD is our God, and we have not forsaken

him, The priests who serve the LORD are sons of Aaron, and
the Levites assist them,
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Every morning and evening they present burnt offerings and
fragrant incense to the LORD, They set out the bread on the
ceremonially clean table and light the lamps on the gold

lampstand every evening, We are observing the requirements
of the LORD our God, But you have forsaken him.”
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“God is with us; he is our leader, His priests with their trumpets
will sound the battle cry against you, Men of Israel, do not

fight against the LORD, the God of your fathers, for you will
not succeed.”
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Now Jeroboam had sent troops around to the rear, so that
while he was in front of Judah the ambush was behind them.
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Judah turned and saw that they were being attacked at both

front and rear, Then they cried out to the LORD, The priests
blew their trumpets
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and the men of Judah raised the battle cry, At the sound of their battle
cry, God routed Jeroboam and all Israel before Abjjah and Judah.
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The Israelites fled before Judah, and God delivered them into
their hands,
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Abijah and his men inflicted heavy losses on them, so that there
were five hundred thousand casualties among Israel’s able men,
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The men of Israel were subdued on that occasion, and the men

of Judah were victorious because they relied on the LORD, the
God of their fathers,
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Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took from him the towns of
Bethel, Jeshanah and Ephron, with their surrounding villages.
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Jeroboam did not regain power during the time of Abijah. And
the LORD struck him down and he died.
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But Abijah grew in strength. He married fourteen wives and
had twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters,
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The other events of Abijah’s reign, what he did and what he
said, are written in the annotations of the prophet Iddo,
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And Abijah rested with his fathers and was buried in the City

of David, Asa his son succeeded him as king, and in his days
the country was at peace for ten years,
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Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his
God.,
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He removed the foreign altars and the high places, smashed
the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles.
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He commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their
fathers, and to obey his laws and commands.
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He removed the high places and incense altars in every town
in Judah, and the kingdom was at peace under him,
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He built up the fortified cities of Judah, since the land was at

peace, No one was at war with him during those years, for the
LORD gave him rest.
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“Let us build up these towns,” he said to Judah, “and put walls
around them, with towers, gates and bars, The land is still
ours, because we have sought the LORD our God; we sought

him and he has given us rest on every side,” So they built and
prospered,
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Asa had an army of three hundred thousand men from Judah,
equipped with large shields and with spears, and two hundred

and eighty thousand from Benjamin, armed with small shields
and with bows. All these were brave fighting men,
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Zerah the Cushite marched out against them with a vast army
and three hundred chariots, and came as far as Mareshah,

l
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Asa went out to meet him, and they took up battle positions in
the Valley of Zephathah near Mareshah,
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Then Asa called to the LORD his God and said, “LORD, there is
no one like you to help the powerless against the mighty. Help
us, O LORD our God, for we rely on you, and in your name we

have come against this vast army, O LORD, you are our God;
do not let man prevail against you,”
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The LORD struck down the Cushites before Asa and Judah,
The Cushites fled,
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and Asa and his army pursued them as far as Gerar, Such a
great number of Cushites fell that they could not recover; they

were crushed before the LORD and his forces, The men of
Judah carried off a large amount of plunder,
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They destroyed all the villages around Gerar, for the terror of

the LORD had fallen upon them. They plundered all these
villages, since there was much booty there,
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They also attacked the camps of the herdsmen and carried off

droves of sheep and goats and camels. Then they returned to
Jerusalem,
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The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see,
Jeremiah?” “T see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied,

A AN YA o] 2AIE] W7} & Hgter} o= U7
& A7 o)z ol gole} halizt
The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am
watching to see that my word is fulfilled,”
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The word of the LORD came to me again: “What do you see?”
“I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north,” I answered,
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The LORD said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured
out on all who live in the land.
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I am about to summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms,”
declares the LORD, “Their kings will come and set up their thrones

in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they will come against all
her surrounding walls and against all the towns of Judah,
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I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their

wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods
and in worshiping what their hands have made,
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Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command
you, Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them,
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Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a

bronze wall to stand against the whole land - against the kings
of Judabh, its officials, its priests and the people of the land,
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They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am
with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD,
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The word of the LORD came to me:
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“Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: I remember the

devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and
followed me through the desert, through a land not sown,
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Israel was holy to the LORD, the firstfruits of his harvest; all

who devoured her were held guilty, and disaster overtook
them,” declares the LORD,
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Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, all you clans of
the house of Israel,
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This is what the LORD says: “What fault did your fathers find in

me, that they strayed so far from me? They followed worthless
idols and became worthless themselves,
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They did not ask, “Where is the LORD, who brought us up out
of Egypt and led us through the barren wilderness, through

a land of deserts and rifts, a land of drought and darkness, a
land where no one travels and no one lives?’
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I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce,

But you came and defiled my land and made my inheritance
detestable,
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The priests did not ask, “Where is the LORD?’ Those who deal

with the law did not know me; the leaders rebelled against me,
The prophets prophesied by Baal, following worthless idols,
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Therefore 1 bring charges against you again,” declares the

LORD, “And I will bring charges against your children’s
children,
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Cross over to the coasts of Kittim and look, send to Kedar and
observe closely; see if there has ever been anything like this:
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Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at

all,) But my people have exchanged their Glory for worthless
idols,
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Be appalled at this, O heavens, and shudder with great horror,
declares the LORD.
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My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me,

the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns,
broken cisterns that cannot hold water,”
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The Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of Oded,
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He went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa
and all Judah and Benjamin, The LORD is with you when you

are with him, If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if
you forsake him, he will forsake you,
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For a long time Israel was without the true God, without a
priest to teach and without the law,
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But in their distress they turned to the LORD, the God of Israel,
and sought him, and he was found by them.
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In those days it was not safe to travel about, for all the
inhabitants of the lands were in great turmoil,
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One nation was being crushed by another and one city by

another, because God was troubling them with every kind of
distress.
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But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will
be rewarded.”
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When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Azariah son
of Oded the prophet, he took courage, He removed the
detestable idols from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin
and from the towns he had captured in the hills of Ephraim,

He repaired the altar of the LORD that was in front of the
portico of the LORD's temple,
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Then he assembled all Judah and Benjamin and the people
from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon who had settled among
them, for large numbers had come over to him from Israel
when they saw that the LORD his God was with him,
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They assembled at Jerusalem in the third month of the
fifteenth year of Asa's reign,
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At that time they sacrificed to the LORD seven hundred head
of cattle and seven thousand sheep and goats from the plunder
they had brought back,
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They entered into a covenant to seek the LORD, the God of
their fathers, with all their heart and soul,
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All who would not seek the LORD, the God of Israel, were to
be put to death, whether small or great, man or woman,
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They took an oath to the LORD with loud acclamation, with
shouting and with trumpets and horns.
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All Judah rejoiced about the oath because they had sworn it

wholeheartedly, They sought God eagerly, and he was found
by them. So the LORD gave them rest on every side,
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King Asa also deposed his grandmother Maacah from her
position as queen mother, because she had made a repulsive

Asherah pole, Asa cut the pole down, broke it up and burned
it in the Kidron Valley,
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Although he did not remove the high places from Israel, Asa’s
heart was fully committed to the LORD all his life,
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He brought into the temple of God the silver and gold and the
articles that he and his father had dedicated,
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There was no more war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s reign,
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In the thirty-sixth year of Asa's reign Baasha king of Israel

went up against Judah and fortified Ramah to prevent anyone
from leaving or entering the territory of Asa king of Judah,
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Asa then took the silver and gold out of the treasuries of the

LORD's temple and of his own palace and sent it to Ben-Hadad
king of Aram, who was ruling in Damascus,
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“Let there be a treaty between me and you,” he said, “as there
was between my father and your father, See, [ am sending you

silver and gold. Now break your treaty with Baasha king of
Israel so he will withdraw from me,”
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Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the commanders

of his forces against the towns of Israel, They conquered Ijon,
Dan, Abel Maim and all the store cities of Naphtali.
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When Baasha heard this, he stopped building Ramah and
abandoned his work.
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Then King Asa brought all the men of Judah, and they carried

away from Ramah the stones and timber Baasha had been
using., With them he built up Geba and Mizpah.,
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At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and
said to him: “Because you relied on the king of Aram and not

on the LORD your God, the army of the king of Aram has
escaped from your hand,
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Were not the Cushites and Libyans a mighty army with great

numbers of chariots and horsemen? Yet when you relied on
the LORD, he delivered them into your hand,
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For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to
strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.,

You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be
at war,”
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Asa was angry with the seer because of this; he was so

enraged that he put him in prison. At the same time Asa
brutally oppressed some of the people,
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The events of Asa's reign, from beginning to end, are written
in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel,
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In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa was afflicted with a
disease in his feet, Though his disease was severe, even in his

illness he did not seek help from the LORD, but only from the
physicians,
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Then in the forty-first year of his reign Asa died and rested
with his fathers.
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They buried him in the tomb that he had cut out for himself in

the City of David, They laid him on a bier covered with spices and
various blended perfumes, and they made a huge fire in his honor,
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Jehoshaphat his son succeeded him as king and strengthened
himself against Israel.
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He stationed troops in all the fortified cities of Judah and put

garrisons in Judah and in the towns of Ephraim that his father
Asa had captured,
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The LORD was with Jehoshaphat because in his early years he

walked in the ways his father David had followed, He did not
consult the Baals
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but sought the God of his father and followed his commands
rather than the practices of Israel,
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The LORD established the kingdom under his control; and all

Judah brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, so that he had great wealth
and honor,

27t AR 2 ofsole] Ag Hol AgEH oMAllet B E
T frttellx] AlAs Az

His heart was devoted to the ways of the LORD; furthermore,
he removed the high places and the Asherah poles from Judah.,
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In the third year of his reign he sent his officials Ben-Hail,

Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel and Micaiah to teach in the
towns of Judah,
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With them were certain Levites-Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah,

Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah and
Tob-Adonijah - and the priests Elishama and Jehoram,
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They taught throughout Judah, taking with them the Book of

the Law of the LORD; they went around to all the towns of
Judah and taught the people,
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The fear of the LORD fell on all the kingdoms of the lands

surrounding Judah, so that they did not make war with
Jehoshaphat,
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Some Philistines brought Jehoshaphat gifts and silver as
tribute, and the Arabs brought him flocks: seven thousand
seven hundred rams and seven thousand seven hundred goats,
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Jehoshaphat became more and more powerful, he built forts
and store cities in Judah
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and had large supplies in the towns of Judah, He also kept
experienced fighting men in Jerusalem,
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Their enrollment by families was as follows: From Judah,
commanders of units of 1000: Adnah the commander, with
300,000 fighting men;
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next, Jehohanan the commander, with 280,000;

2 g AlaEle] ofs olulAlol 1= AplE olzsh
Z7j0] =0 A2t 2 Ak ol BE A=

next, Amasiah son of Zicri, who volunteered himself for the
service of the LORD, with 200,000,
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From Benjamin: Eliada, a valiant soldier, with 200,000 men
armed with bows and shields;
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next, Jehozabad, with 180,000 men armed for battle,

19 ol o &5 A= AR o] ool & & o} Ak A5
ol o] TARS Tt
These were the men who served the king, besides those he
stationed in the fortified cities throughout Judah,
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“Is Israel a servant, a slave by birth? Why then has he become
plunder?
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Lions have roared; they have growled at him, They have laid
waste his land; his towns are burned and deserted,
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Also, the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes have shaved the
crown of your head,
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= o] Aol op i

Have you not brought this on yourselves by forsaking the
LORD your God when he led you in the way?
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Now why go to Egypt to drink water from the Shihor? And
why go to Assyria to drink water from the River?
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Your wickedness will punish you; your backsliding will rebuke
you, Consider then and realize how evil and bitter it is for you

when you forsake the LORD your God and have no awe of
me,” declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty.
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“Long ago you broke off your yoke and tore off your bonds;

you said, T will not serve you!” Indeed, on every high hill and
under every spreading tree you lay down as a prostitute,
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I had planted you like a choice vine of sound and reliable stock,
How then did you turn against me into a corrupt, wild vine?
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Although you wash yourself with soda and use an abundance

of soap, the stain of your guilt is still before me,” declares the
Sovereign LORD,
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“How can you say, T am not defiled; I have not run after the

Baals? See how you behaved in the valley; consider what you
have done, You are a swift she-camel running here and there,
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a wild donkey accustomed to the desert, sniffing the wind in
her craving-in her heat who can restrain her? Any males that

pursue her need not tire themselves; at mating time they will
find her,
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Do not run until your feet are bare and your throat is dry, But

you said, ‘It's no usel I love foreign gods, and I must go after
them,
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As a thief is disgraced when he is caught, so the house of Israel

is disgraced - they, their kings and their officials, their priests
and their prophets,
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They say to wood, ‘You are my father, and to stone, ‘You gave

me birth. They have turned their backs to me and not their faces;
yet when they are in trouble, they say, ‘Come and save us!’
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Where then are the gods you made for yourselves? Let them

come if they can save you when you are in trouble! For you
have as many gods as you have towns, O Judah,’
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Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and honor, and he allied
himself with Ahab by marriage,
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Some years later he went down to visit Ahab in Samaria, Ahab

slaughtered many sheep and cattle for him and the people with
him and urged him to attack Ramoth Gilead,
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Ahab king of Israel asked Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Will
you go with me against Ramoth Gilead?” Jehoshaphat replied,

“T am as you are, and my people as your people; we will join
you in the war,”
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But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, “First seek the
counsel of the LORD,”
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So the king of Israel brought together the prophets - four
hundred men - and asked them, “Shall we go to war against

Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” “Go,” they answered, “for
God will give it into the king's hand.”
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But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there not a prophet of the LORD
here whom we can inquire of ?”
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The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, “There is still one
man through whom we can inquire of the LORD, but I hate
him because he never prophesies anything good about me, but

always bad, He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” “The king should not
say that,” Jehoshaphat replied.
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So the king of Israel called one of his officials and said, “Bring
Micaiah son of Imlah at once.”
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Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
king of Judah were sitting on their thrones at the threshing

floor by the entrance to the gate of Samaria, with all the
prophets prophesying before them,
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Now Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had made iron horns, and he

declared, “This is what the LORD says: ‘With these you will
gore the Arameans until they are destroyed,”
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All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing.

“Attack Ramoth Gilead and be victorious,” they said, “for the
LORD will give it into the king's hand.”
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The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him,
“Look, as one man the other prophets are predicting success

for the king. Let your word agree with theirs, and speak
favorably,”
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But Micaiah said, “As surely as the LORD lives, I can tell him
only what my God says,”
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When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go
to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” “Attack and

be victorious,” he answered, “for they will be given into your
hand.”
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The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear
to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD?”

143



16

17

18

19

17} o]z Uk 1y £ olsehle] B} g ool At
o Zolxietl oz ele] Wio] o] Fel7} FRlo] gloy 7}
7} 3jete) A)5e] Fo 2 Bokzt Roluet shaltolct 3
<At

Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills

like sheep without a shepherd, and the LORD said, ‘These
people have no master, Let each one go home in peace.”
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The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn't I tell you that
he never prophesies anything good about me, but only bad?”
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Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: 1

saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the host of heaven
standing on his right and on his left,
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And the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel into

attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?” One
suggested this, and another that,
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Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the LORD and said,
T will entice him, ‘By what means?’ the LORD asked,
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T will go and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets;

he said, “You will succeed in enticing him, said the LORD, ‘Go
and do it;
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So now the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of these
prophets of yours, The LORD has decreed disaster for you,”
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Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah

in the face, “Which way did the spirit from the LORD go when
he went from me to speak to you?” he asked,
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Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide
in an inner room.”
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The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him
back to Amon the ruler of the city and to Joash the king's son,
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and say, This is what the king says: ‘Put this fellow in prison
and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely,”
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Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, the LORD has not

spoken through me.” Then he added, “Mark my words, all you
people!”
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So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah went up
to Ramoth Gilead,
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The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will enter the battle in

disguise, but you wear your royal robes.” So the king of Israel
disguised himself and went into battle,

30 ofgt o] Lo] WA AFAECA olv| WHato] o]27E
Yl e At 2 A o] A9 B 07 ol
A spataret 492} ek
Now the king of Aram had ordered his chariot commanders,

“Do not fight with anyone, small or great, except the king of
Israel”
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When the chariot commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they thought,
‘This is the king of Israel So they turned to attack him, but

Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped him, God drew
them away from him,
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for when the chariot commanders saw that he was not the king
of Israel, they stopped pursuing him,
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But someone drew his bow at random and hit the king of Israel
between the sections of his armor, The king told the chariot

driver, “Wheel around and get me out of the fighting, I've been
wounded,”
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All day long the battle raged, and the king of Israel propped

himself up in his chariot facing the Arameans until evening,
Then at sunset he died.
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When Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned safely to his palace
in Jerusalem,
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Jehu the seer, the son of Hanani, went out to meet him and
said to the king, “Should you help the wicked and love those

who hate the LORD? Because of this, the wrath of the LORD
is upon you,
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There is, however, some good in you, for you have rid the land
of the Asherah poles and have set your heart on seeking God.”
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Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and he went out again among

the people from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim and
turned them back to the LORD, the God of their fathers,
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He appointed judges in the land, in each of the fortified cities
of Judah,
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He told them, “Consider carefully what you do, because you

are not judging for man but for the LORD, who is with you
whenever you give a verdict,
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Now let the fear of the LORD be upon you, Judge carefully,

for with the LORD our God there is no injustice or partiality
or bribery,”
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In Jerusalem also, Jehoshaphat appointed some of the Levites,

priests and heads of Israelite families to administer the law of
the LORD and to settle disputes, And they lived in Jerusalem,
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He gave them these orders: “You must serve faithfully and
wholeheartedly in the fear of the LORD,
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In every case that comes before you from your fellow
countrymen who live in the cities - whether bloodshed or other
concerns of the law, commands, decrees or ordinances - you
are to warn them not to sin against the LORD; otherwise his

wrath will come on you and your brothers, Do this, and you
will not sin,
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Amariah the chief priest will be over you in any matter
concerning the LORD, and Zebadiah son of Ishmael, the leader
of the tribe of Judah, will be over you in any matter concerning

the king, and the Levites will serve as officials before you, Act
with courage, and may the LORD be with those who do well.”
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After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the
Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat,
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Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army is coming

against you from Edom, from the other side of the Sea, It is
already in Hazazon Tamar” (that is, En Gedi),
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Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he
proclaimed a fast for all Judah,
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The people of Judah came together to seek help from the

LORD; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek
him,

160



5 olaAbko] ofzete] A A = Qo] frisl of=Abele) 5]
% 7heHl AA
Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and

Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD in the front of the new
courtyard
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and said: “O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not the God
who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the

nations, Power and might are in your hand, and no one can
withstand you,
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O our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land

before your people Israel and give it forever to the descendants
of Abraham your friend?
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They have lived in it and have built in it a sanctuary for your
Name, saying,
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‘If calamity comes upon us, whether the sword of judgment, or
plague or famine, we will stand in your presence before this

temple that bears your Name and will cry out to you in our
distress, and you will hear us and save us

S=o] o] 2ehelo] o Bol] Lh& ujol] o At et
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But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir,
whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade when

they came from Egypt; so they turned away from them and
did not destroy them.
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See how they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of the
possession you gave us as an inheritance,
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O our God, will you not judge them? For we have no power to

face this vast army that is attacking us, We do not know what
to do, but our eyes are upon you,”
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All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little
ones, stood there before the LORD,
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“Why do you bring charges against me? You have all rebelled
against me,” declares the LORD,
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“In vain 1 punished your people; they did not respond to

correction, Your sword has devoured your prophets like a
ravening lion,
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You of this generation, consider the word of the LORD: Have
I been a desert to Israel or a land of great darkness? Why do

my people say, ‘We are free to roam; we will come to you no
more’?
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Does a maiden forget her jewelry, a bride her wedding

ornaments? Yet my people have forgotten me, days without
number,
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How skilled you are at pursuing love! Even the worst of
women can learn from your ways,
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On your clothes men find the lifeblood of the innocent poor,
though you did not catch them breaking in. Yet in spite of all
this
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you say, Tam innocent; he is not angry with me,” But I will pass
judgment on you because you say, T have not sinned,
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Why do you go about so much, changing your ways? You will
be disappointed by Egypt as you were by Assyria,
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You will also leave that place with your hands on your head,

for the LORD has rejected those you trust; you will not be
helped by them,”
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