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About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them,
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Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the

foundations of the prison were shaken, At once all the prison
doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose.
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The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open,

he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he
thought the prisoners had escaped,
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But Paul shouted, “Don't harm yourself! We are all here!”
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The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before
Paul and Silas,
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He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?”

ol2¥] 7 el 2 Woeh TejsH Lk u] o] 7L o
2j2} shar

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved
- you and your household.”
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Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the
others in his house,
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At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their
wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized,

ot
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The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before

them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in
God - he and his whole family.
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Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel son of
Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of

Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in
the assembly,

oFalAlalo] o] 25 & e} oAt Rt ol 5A %
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He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah
and Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says to you: ‘Do not be

afraid or discouraged because of this vast army, For the battle
is not yours, but God's,

W2 Ysje asdple derlet 250 A wile 43
& ol Yslr} 257] ol el 5 o] 258 i
st

Tomorrow march down against them, They will be climbing
up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the
gorge in the Desert of Jeruel,
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You will not have to fight this battle, Take up your positions;
stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, O

Judah and Jerusalem, Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,
Go out to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you,”

g Aol & 18 dFS ol thy & frhe} o744
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Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground, and all the

people of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before
the LORD.
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Then some Levites from the Kohathites and Korahites stood up
and praised the LORD, the God of Israel, with very loud voice,
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Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they
set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and
people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the LORD your God and

you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be
successful”
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After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to

sing to the LORD and to praise him for the splendor of his

holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying: “Give
thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever,”
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As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes

against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who
were invading Judah, and they were defeated,

St g Aol ol A 2405 A4 g
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The men of Ammon and Moab rose up against the men from

Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them, After they finished

slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one
another,

28



29



O3l | Tl o|n|S HZi5i] LS &
1. ‘3|2t alAIgt 0{E 27t L SHE AE Hal(14~19)

S|ZAPE 1 A7), BT QR AAgHe] W Aajo] AHYUTH0:). uje] shbde) =
A1 50} Mg 0 2 FAFIES o] o TANE P9 Z)E st SeiA T, 8% 7he] & A)
& ‘oFstAI oA olzete] o] sk 7|w 7} SHE TS Hol FUITH14). “Ho] of
7] g} stol Us)E 2 Felsht 1uiA) Tolek o] WAL Lislr} sk o] ofLe)
U o] ol sh= Ae|ti(159) olEAM Tt udo] 3 A 1507 Setes
o] o 2 Ujirhe 99 ¥, shido] 1smrh 9 Ahg) FAZICHL ok 2 AlUTH
(164). Holli= &30 vt} Holle ofisg L2 SRl o] ATtdoA| EAIE B3] B 3
A shbge] Telo] gz tiEol A 8L o mabte] B8 @3 42S ol Ui, &
frh s dee Zufelrin Zegchisd). el 1 15 Beli a9l Arse] 4
3] 2 2% 22l 59] Ro 2| fTtAIR Holzt ulele ) BHEUTHI9H).

5

2. Eto| H|0j| 0|8 915HR0| EE2ILICH20~30).

Aol AAEIAE ohe Aol Gt wpdo] e et B e, shide Fe weol
ol HEGEAE WA FUT o] WE-S we} o] Sehot Sl 52 Ftol
Op7H= G Sl o] AP K|} Refo] Bel @) AL 5 $2)9) shpde
ofofut E5 21 Uik FAN BUA oIRIAHE-S s AIA L. $eh ¥EEA] of3)
e 3

T(0%) 2 viulate, 2 Aeietel 22 e slof tilel shidg 2
Utk shhdg F410.2 Y3t upgo) sl Lolzin oz ete] e1x

& 2771 E9 HAe 2l s3AIE ARl e A2t A %% |
ol YUITH233). Shbdo] 47 T4l B¥9) a7t Rololgli=A] %
S FAo]| Tl ARE WUA] B3t o|H) gkLo] AAlo] A =L

= 7 A=AE A

—|~
o
o X

o

e
fob [t

¥ 4 Hr
o
w '

O_u
Jﬁ
ol
o
—~
i)
rlo
N
=)
=

r

-
|
2 ™ O b o © g8

i
r,
i)
o
2
o
ol
)
]

HE | L& ot HED XIS ATEAICE
1. O{Z A} 0] 2 S2(oll= SiLHES Mo, 2eas M=t 29l Af OSIA|AS Ll=l5t
OrZ0| ASLICE HES ROFRAE SHHC| THefet RES EHAM 0fH 210 SL7P L Zof

M SHLEE2 O 2SI AR

o aarz 7AT5| MRIBHOJt ofEtRe MBS Zo|n mio| &
ST SIS 0122 TofRILTp

30



k)

L5 EH MY S22

SHY7| | or3o ofg2 TES TABIH MEH B2 WSS Ho| ZAICE

=)

7| | FN LB &FSHES ZHEAICE DS EIM7 |0 AfHOZ 7| EaE SELICH

F

A[H 43:3~5 2 0| Lt FEO| TIZ|E LIOI|A| 2L Z=AI04, Lte] ZEO[7HE|H| SHAIL, ol HSst
A FEHOI AN 2 ez, LIS H27P siEMAIR. S, O o, Lk= SiLigel M2 Lot
7HALICE LIS 3| 788 SHAl= SHHEHIZ Lo FELICE S, Lol SiLEE, L7 7 |istE A, =5
72{0f] 43201 SREH ZASHELICE > L P20t 0{MISH0] 2| = S, 0x(sto 2= 2|29
SH=LF? SHHES 7IEEA2Y OM| LH7Y, Lo SHedXt, Lo SHLFES, FETHA| FHISHALY.

©
_'
|
X
H1
|
i
x
|
Ho
oln
|
Y
0\1
%
1=
o>
-]
O
H>
g
|
ox
oz
_'t-__l
o
[zt
O



4

Aths) 20:24~37

selits 486 0| Ml&fofl ZAE Lol B

24

26

fo} Aol 5 ol ol2 1 Fe)S B2 gl Qe
AAIE O] 2. B AR SIE A7 gh=Alet
When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the

desert and looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead
bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped,
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So Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry off their plunder,
and they found among them a great amount of equipment and
clothing and also articles of value - more than they could take

away, There was so much plunder that it took three days to
collect it
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On the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Beracah,

where they praised the LORD, This is why it is called the
Valley of Beracah to this day.
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Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem

returned joyfully to Jerusalem, for the LORD had given them
cause to rejoice over their enemies,
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They entered Jerusalem and went to the temple of the LORD
with harps and lutes and trumpets,
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The fear of God came upon all the kingdoms of the countries

when they heard how the LORD had fought against the
enemies of Israel,
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And the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God
had given him rest on every side,
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So Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah, He was thirty-five years
old when he became king of Judah, and he reigned in

Jerusalem twenty-five years, His mother's name was Azubah
daughter of Shilhi,
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He walked in the ways of his father Asa and did not stray from
them; he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD,
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The high places, however, were not removed, and the people
still had not set their hearts on the God of their fathers,
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The other events of Jehoshaphat's reign, from beginning to

end, are written in the annals of Jehu son of Hanani, which are
recorded in the book of the kings of Israel.
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Later, Jehoshaphat king of Judah made an alliance with
Ahaziah king of Israel, who was guilty of wickedness,
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He agreed with him to construct a fleet of trading ships, After
these were built at Ezion Geber,
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Eliezer son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against
Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have made an alliance with

Ahaziah, the LORD will destroy what you have made” The
ships were wrecked and were not able to set sail to trade,
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Then Jehoshaphat rested with his fathers and was buried with
them in the City of David, And Jehoram his son succeeded
him as king,
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Jehoram's brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphat, were Azariah,

Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariahu, Michael and Shephatiah, All these
were sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel,
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Their father had given them many gifts of silver and gold and
articles of value, as well as fortified cities in Judah, but he had
given the kingdom to Jehoram because he was his firstborn
son.,
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When Jehoram established himself firmly over his fathers

kingdom, he put all his brothers to the sword along with some
of the princes of Israel,
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Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and
he reigned in Jerusalem eight years,

27} olxe}l 5] Az ato] o] 213k 2ol B3
U o= ofjte] o) 18] ol Higkgolet 17} of e} 1
AlZ1el ok sl ot

He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, as the house of

Ahab had done, for he married a daughter of Ahab, He did evil
in the eyes of the LORD,
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Nevertheless, because of the covenant the LORD had made
with David, the LORD was not willing to destroy the house of
David, He had promised to maintain a lamp for him and his
descendants forever,
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In the time of Jehoram, Edom rebelled against Judah and set
up its own king,
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So Jehoram went there with his officers and all his chariots,

The Edomites surrounded him and his chariot commanders,
but he rose up and broke through by night.
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To this day Edom has been in rebellion against Judah. Libnah

revolted at the same time, because Jehoram had forsaken the
LORD, the God of his fathers,
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“If a man divorces his wife and she leaves him and marries
another man, should he return to her again? Would not the
land be completely defiled? But you have lived as a prostitute

with many lovers - would you now return to me?” declares the
LORD,
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“Look up to the barren heights and see, Is there any place
where you have not been ravished? By the roadside you sat

waiting for lovers, sat like a nomad in the desert. You have
defiled the land with your prostitution and wickedness,

JYeE w7 I3 2 a7t flopi=yet 28R
U7k e e o B 5218 9 Rsheviet
Therefore the showers have been withheld, and no spring

rains have fallen, Yet you have the brazen look of a prostitute;
you refuse to blush with shame,
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Have you not just called to me: ‘My Father, my friend from my
youth,
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will you always be angry? Will your wrath continue forever?’
This is how you talk, but you do all the evil you can,”
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During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me, “Have
you seen what faithless Israel has done? She has gone up on

every high hill and under every spreading tree and has
committed adultery there,
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I thought that after she had done all this she would return to
me but she did not, and her unfaithful sister Judah saw it.
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I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her
away because of all her adulteries, Yet I saw that her

unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and
committed adultery.
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Because Israel's immorality mattered so little to her, she defiled
the land and committed adultery with stone and wood,
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In spite of all this, her unfaithful sister Judah did not return to
me with all her heart, but only in pretense,” declares the LORD,
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The LORD said to me, “Faithless Israel is more righteous than
unfaithful Judah,
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Go, proclaim this message toward the north: Return, faithless

Israel, declares the LORD, ‘I will frown on you no longer, for I
am merciful, declares the LORD, ‘T will not be angry forever,
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Only acknowledge your guilt - you have rebelled against the
LORD your God, you have scattered your favors to foreign
gods under every spreading tree, and have not obeyed me,”
declares the LORD.
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“Return, faithless people,” declares the LORD, “for I am your

husband, I will choose you - one from a town and two from a
clan - and bring you to Zion,
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Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will
lead you with knowledge and understanding,
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In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in
the land,” declares the LORD, “men will no longer say, ‘The ark
of the covenant of the LORD, It will never enter their minds

or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one
be made,
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At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD,
and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of

the LORD, No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their
evil hearts,
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In those days the house of Judah will join the house of Israel,

and together they will come from a northern land to the land I
gave your forefathers as an inheritance,”
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I myself said, “How gladly would I treat you like sons and give
you a desirable land, the most beautiful inheritance of any

nation, I thought you would call me ‘Father’ and not turn away
from following me,
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But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you have been
unfaithful to me, O house of Israel,” declares the LORD,
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A cry is heard on the barren heights, the weeping and pleading

of the people of Israel, because they have perverted their ways
and have forgotten the LORD their God.,
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“Return, faithless people; I will cure you of backsliding.” “Yes,
we will come to you, for you are the LORD our God,
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Surely the idolatrous commotion on the hills and mountains

is a deception; surely in the LORD our God is the salvation of
Israel.
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From our youth shameful gods have consumed the fruits

of our fathers' labor - their flocks and herds, their sons and
daughters,
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Let us lie down in our shame, and let our disgrace cover us,
We have sinned against the LORD our God, both we and our
fathers; from our youth till this day we have not obeyed the
LORD our God.”
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“If you will return, O Israel, return to me,” declares the LORD,

“If you put your detestable idols out of my sight and no longer
go astray,
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and if in a truthful, just and righteous way you swear, ‘As
surely as the LORD lives, then the nations will be blessed by
him and in him they will glory.”
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This is what the LORD says to the men of Judah and to

Jerusalem: “Break up your unplowed ground and do not sow
among thorns,
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Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your hearts,
you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem, or my wrath will

break out and burn like fire because of the evil you have done
- burn with no one to quench it
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He had also built high places on the hills of Judah and had
caused the people of Jerusalem to prostitute themselves and
had led Judah astray.
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Jehoram received a letter from Elijah the prophet, which said:
“This is what the LORD, the God of your father David, says:

‘You have not walked in the ways of your father Jehoshaphat
or of Asa king of Judah,
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But you have walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and

you have led Judah and the people of Jerusalem to prostitute

themselves, just as the house of Ahab did. You have also

murdered your own brothers, members of your father's house,
men who were better than you,
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So now the LORD is about to strike your people, your sons,
your wives and everything that is yours, with a heavy blow,

5 UE Aol $Ho] a1 11 Ho] E& Fste] ) w
Zuteelet shaict stttz

You yourself will be very ill with a lingering disease of the
bowels, until the disease causes your bowels to come out,”
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The LORD aroused against Jehoram the hostility of the
Philistines and of the Arabs who lived near the Cushites,
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They attacked Judah, invaded it and carried off all the goods

found in the king's palace, together with his sons and wives,
Not a son was left to him except Ahaziah, the youngest,
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After all this, the LORD afflicted Jehoram with an incurable
disease of the bowels,
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In the course of time, at the end of the second year, his bowels

came out because of the disease, and he died in great pain. His
people made no fire in his honor, as they had for his fathers,
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Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and
he reigned in Jerusalem eight years, He passed away, to no

one's regret, and was buried in the City of David, but not in the
tombs of the kings,
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The people of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, Jehoram's youngest
son, king in his place, since the raiders, who came with the

Arabs into the camp, had killed all the older sons, So Ahaziah
son of Jehoram king of Judah began to reign.
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Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king,

and he reigned in Jerusalem one year, His mother's name was
Athaliah, a granddaughter of Omri,
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He too walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his
mother encouraged him in doing wrong,
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He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, as the house of Ahab had

done, for after his father's death they became his advisers, to
his undoing,
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He also followed their counsel when he went with Joram son

of Ahab king of Israel to war against Hazael king of Aram at
Ramoth Gilead. The Arameans wounded Joram;
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so he returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds they
had inflicted on him at Ramoth in his battle with Hazael king
of Aram, Then Ahaziah son of Jehoram king of Judah went

down to Jezreel to see Joram son of Ahab because he had
been wounded.
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Through Ahaziah's visit to Joram, God brought about
Ahaziah's downfall, When Ahaziah arrived, he went out with

Joram to meet Jehu son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had
anointed to destroy the house of Ahab,
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While Jehu was executing judgment on the house of Ahab, he

found the princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah's relatives,
who had been attending Ahaziah, and he killed them,
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He then went in search of Ahaziah, and his men captured him
while he was hiding in Samaria, He was brought to Jehu and
put to death, They buried him, for they said, “He was a son of
Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart” So there
was no one in the house of Ahaziah powerful enough to retain
the kingdom,
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When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was

dead, she proceeded to destroy the whole royal family of the
house of Judah,
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But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram, took Joash son
of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the royal princes
who were about to be murdered and put him and his nurse in
a bedroom, Because Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram

and wife of the priest Jehoiada, was Ahaziah's sister, she hid
the child from Athaliah so she could not kill him,
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He remained hidden with them at the temple of God for six
years while Athaliah ruled the land,
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In the seventh year Jehoiada showed his strength. He made a
covenant with the commanders of units of a hundred: Azariah

son of Jeroham, Ishmael son of Jehohanan, Azariah son of
Obed, Maaseiah son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat son of Zicri.
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They went throughout Judah and gathered the Levites and the

heads of Israelite families from all the towns, When they came
to Jerusalem,
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the whole assembly made a covenant with the king at the temple

of God, Jehoiada said to them, “The king's son shall reign, as
the LORD promised concerning the descendants of David.
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Now this is what you are to do: A third of you priests and

Levites who are going on duty on the Sabbath are to keep
watch at the doors,
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e

a third of you at the royal palace and a third at the Foundation
Gate, and all the other men are to be in the courtyards of the
temple of the LORD,
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No one is to enter the temple of the LORD except the priests
and Levites on duty; they may enter because they are

consecrated, but all the other men are to guard what the LORD
has assigned to them,
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The Levites are to station themselves around the king, each
man with his weapons in his hand, Anyone who enters the

temple must be put to death, Stay close to the king wherever
he goes,”
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The Levites and all the men of Judah did just as Jehoiada the
priest ordered, Each one took his men - those who were going

on duty on the Sabbath and those who were going off duty - for
Jehoiada the priest had not released any of the divisions,

ARV ol5otel7} shbde) A Qb gl thal ske] 3} 2
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Then he gave the commanders of units of a hundred the

spears and the large and small shields that had belonged to
King David and that were in the temple of God,

sl 2t ol 9715 R 98 w9laE 44 2
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He stationed all the men, each with his weapon in his hand,

around the king - near the altar and the temple, from the south
side to the north side of the temple,
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Jehoiada and his sons brought out the king's son and put the
crown on him; they presented him with a copy of the covenant

and proclaimed him king, They anointed him and shouted,
“Long live the king!”
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When Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and
cheering the king, she went to them at the temple of the LORD,
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She looked, and there was the king, standing by his pillar
at the entrance, The officers and the trumpeters were beside
the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and
blowing trumpets, and singers with musical instruments were

leading the praises, Then Athaliah tore her robes and shouted,
“Treason! Treason!”
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25 g vro 2 Eohligt 28 was A= 2= Folet 3
Y AREe] o] we oz ele] Mo 18 Folx Bl ¢
ofe}

Jehoiada the priest sent out the commanders of units of a
hundred, who were in charge of the troops, and said to them:
“Bring her out between the ranks and put to the sword anyone

who follows her,” For the priest had said, “Do not put her to
death at the temple of the LORD,”
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So they seized her as she reached the entrance of the Horse
Gate on the palace grounds, and there they put her to death,
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Jehoiada then made a covenant that he and the people and the
king would be the LORD's people,
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All the people went to the temple of Baal and tore it down,

They smashed the altars and idols and killed Mattan the priest
of Baal in front of the altars,
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Then Jehoiada placed the oversight of the temple of the LORD
in the hands of the priests, who were Levites, to whom
David had made assignments in the temple, to present the

burnt offerings of the LORD as written in the Law of Moses,
with rejoicing and singing, as David had ordered.
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He also stationed doorkeepers at the gates of the LORD's

temple so that no one who was in any way unclean might
enter,

LLA=SAS= IS _._:,qzs} A3} wiAjo] i ES) 7 o] = ul
& 7=raL FE Ql=ste] ofstke] HejlA Heel s
° 2HE ol o|2e] F& vt Bt eksvy

He took with him the commanders of hundreds, the nobles,
the rulers of the people and all the people of the land and
brought the king down from the temple of the LORD, They

went into the palace through the Upper Gate and seated the
king on the royal throne,

1 o] nE wiXo] ZA sl AlEo| Hesie} ofdat
£ el 2E S0

and all the people of the land rejoiced. And the city was quiet,
because Athaliah had been slain with the sword.
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“Announce in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem and say: ‘Sound

the trumpet throughout the land!” Cry aloud and say: ‘Gather
together! Let us flee to the fortified cities!
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Raise the signal to go to Zion! Flee for safety without delay!

For I am bringing disaster from the north, even terrible
destruction.”
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A lion has come out of his lair; a destroyer of nations has set

out, He has left his place to lay waste your land, Your towns
will lie in ruins without inhabitant,
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So put on sackcloth, lament and wail, for the fierce anger of the
LORD has not turned away from us,
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“In that day,” declares the LORD, “the king and the officials will

lose heart, the priests will be horrified, and the prophets will
be appalled.”
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Then I said, “Ah, Sovereign LORD, how completely you have

deceived this people and Jerusalem by saying, ‘You will have
peace, when the sword is at our throats,”
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At that time this people and Jerusalem will be told, “A scorching

wind from the barren heights in the desert blows toward my
people, but not to winnow or cleanse;
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a wind too strong for that comes from me, Now I pronounce
my judgments against them,”
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Look! He advances like the clouds, his chariots come like a

whirlwind, his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us! We
are ruined)!
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O Jerusalem, wash the evil from your heart and be saved, How
long will you harbor wicked thoughts?
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A voice is announcing from Dan, proclaiming disaster from the
hills of Ephraim,
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“Tell this to the nations, proclaim it to Jerusalem: ‘A besieging

army is coming from a distant land, raising a war cry against
the cities of Judah,

!
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They surround her like men guarding a field, because she has
rebelled against me,” declares the LORD,
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“Your own conduct and actions have brought this upon you,

This is your punishment, How bitter it is! How it pierces to the
heart!”
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Oh, my anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain. Oh, the agony
of my heart! My heart pounds within me, I cannot keep silent,

For I have heard the sound of the trumpet; I have heard the
battle cry.
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Disaster follows disaster; the whole land lies in ruins, In an
instant my tents are destroyed, my shelter in a moment,
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How long must I see the battle standard and hear the sound
of the trumpet?
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“My people are fools; they do not know me, They are
senseless children; they have no understanding. They are
skilled in doing evil; they know not how to do good.”
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I looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty; and at the
heavens, and their light was gone,
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I looked at the mountains, and they were quaking; all the hills
were swaying,
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I looked, and there were no people; every bird in the sky had
flown away;,
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I looked, and the fruitful land was a desert; all its towns lay in
ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger.
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This is what the LORD says: “The whole land will be ruined,
though I will not destroy it completely,
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Therefore the earth will mourn and the heavens above grow

dark, because I have spoken and will not relent, I have decided
and will not turn back.”
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At the sound of horsemen and archers every town takes to

flight, Some go into the thickets; some climb up among the
rocks, All the towns are deserted; no one lives in them,
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What are you doing, O devastated one? Why dress yourself in
scarlet and put on jewels of gold? Why shade your eyes with

paint? You adorn yourself in vain, Your lovers despise you;
they seek your life,
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I hear a cry as of a woman in labor, a groan as of one bearing
her first child - the cry of the Daughter of Zion gasping for

breath, stretching out her hands and saying, “Alas! 1 am
fainting; my life is given over to murderers,”
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Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he

reigned in Jerusalem forty years, His mother's name was
Zibiah; she was from Beersheba.
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Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the years
of Jehoiada the priest,
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Jehoiada chose two wives for him, and he had sons and
daughters,
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Some time later Joash decided to restore the temple of the
LORD,
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He called together the priests and Levites and said to them, “Go
to the towns of Judah and collect the money due annually from

all Israel, to repair the temple of your God, Do it now,” But the
Levites did not act at once,
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Therefore the king summoned Jehoiada the chief priest and
said to him, “Why haven't you required the Levites to bring
in from Judah and Jerusalem the tax imposed by Moses the

servant of the LORD and by the assembly of Israel for the Tent
of the Testimony?”
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Now the sons of that wicked woman Athaliah had broken into

the temple of God and had used even its sacred objects for the
Baals.
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At the king's command, a chest was made and placed outside,
at the gate of the temple of the LORD,
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A proclamation was then issued in Judah and Jerusalem that

they should bring to the LORD the tax that Moses the servant
of God had required of Israel in the desert,
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All the officials and all the people brought their contributions
gladly, dropping them into the chest until it was full.
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Whenever the chest was brought in by the Levites to the king's
officials and they saw that there was a large amount of money,
the royal secretary and the officer of the chief priest would

come and empty the chest and carry it back to its place, They
did this regularly and collected a great amount of money,
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The king and Jehoiada gave it to the men who carried out the
work required for the temple of the LORD, They hired masons

and carpenters to restore the LORD's temple, and also workers
in iron and bronze to repair the temple,
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The men in charge of the work were diligent, and the repairs

progressed under them, They rebuilt the temple of God
according to its original design and reinforced it,
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When they had finished, they brought the rest of the money
to the king and Jehoiada, and with it were made articles for
the LORD's temple: articles for the service and for the burnt
offerings, and also dishes and other objects of gold and silver,

As long as Jehoiada lived, burnt offerings were presented
continually in the temple of the LORD,
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Now Jehoiada was old and full of years, and he died at the age
of a hundred and thirty,
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He was buried with the kings in the City of David, because of
the good he had done in Israel for God and his temple,
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After the death of Jehoiada, the officials of Judah came and
paid homage to the king, and he listened to them,
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They abandoned the temple of the LORD, the God of their
fathers, and worshiped Asherah poles and idols. Because of
their guilt, God's anger came upon Judah and Jerusalem.
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Although the LORD sent prophets to the people to bring them

back to him, and though they testified against them, they
would not listen.,
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Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada
the priest, He stood before the people and said, “This is what
God says: ‘Why do you disobey the LORD's commands? You

will not prosper, Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has
forsaken you,”
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But they plotted against him, and by order of the king they
stoned him to death in the courtyard of the LORD's temple,
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King Joash did not remember the kindness Zechariah's father

Jehoiada had shown him but killed his son, who said as he lay
dying, “May the LORD see this and call you to account,”
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At the turn of the year, the army of Aram marched against
Joash; it invaded Judah and Jerusalem and killed all the
leaders of the people, They sent all the plunder to their king
in Damascus,
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Although the Aramean army had come with only a few men,
the LORD delivered into their hands a much larger army,

Because Judah had forsaken the LORD, the God of their
fathers, judgment was executed on Joash,
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When the Arameans withdrew, they left Joash severely
wounded, His officials conspired against him for murdering
the son of Jehoiada the priest, and they killed him in his bed.

So he died and was buried in the City of David, but not in the
tombs of the kings,
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Those who conspired against him were Zabad, son of

Shimeath an Ammonite woman, and Jehozabad, son of
Shimrith a Moabite woman,

108



27 Sioh9] o} 5] A} folt Frh AAE W A
3} shidel AL BAE A o dsp] 4 715 E
2} 719] o} ofulAr} jalete] sho] Euie}
The account of his sons, the many prophecies about him, and
the record of the restoration of the temple of God are written

in the annotations on the book of the kings, And Amaziah his
son succeeded him as king,
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Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and

he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years, His mother's name
was Jehoaddin; she was from Jerusalem,
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He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, but not
wholeheartedly,
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After the kingdom was firmly in his control, he executed the
officials who had murdered his father the king,
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Yet he did not put their sons to death, but acted in accordance
with what is written in the Law, in the Book of Moses, where
the LORD commanded: “Fathers shall not be put to death for

their children, nor children put to death for their fathers; each
is to die for his own sins
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Amaziah called the people of Judah together and assigned
them according to their families to commanders of thousands
and commanders of hundreds for all Judah and Benjamin, He
then mustered those twenty years old or more and found that

there were three hundred thousand men ready for military
service, able to handle the spear and shield,
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He also hired a hundred thousand fighting men from Israel for
a hundred talents of silver.
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But a man of God came to him and said, “O king, these troops

from Israel must not march with you, for the LORD is not with
Israel - not with any of the people of Ephraim.
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Even if you go and fight courageously in battle, God will

overthrow you before the enemy, for God has the power to
help or to overthrow,”
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Amaziah asked the man of God, “But what about the hundred

talents 1 paid for these Israelite troops?” The man of God
replied, “The LORD can give you much more than that”
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So Amaziah dismissed the troops who had come to him from

Ephraim and sent them home, They were furious with Judah
and left for home in a great rage,
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Amaziah then marshaled his strength and led his army to the
Valley of Salt, where he killed ten thousand men of Seir,
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The army of Judah also captured ten thousand men alive, took

them to the top of a cliff and threw them down so that all were
dashed to pieces.
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Meanwhile the troops that Amaziah had sent back and had
not allowed to take part in the war raided Judean towns from

Samaria to Beth Horon, They killed three thousand people and
carried off great quantities of plunder,
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When Amaziah returned from slaughtering the Edomites, he
brought back the gods of the people of Seir, He set them up

as his own gods, bowed down to them and burned sacrifices
to them,
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The anger of the LORD burned against Amaziah, and he sent

a prophet to him, who said, “Why do you consult this people’s
gods, which could not save their own people from your hand?”
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While he was still speaking, the king said to him, “Have we
appointed you an adviser to the king? Stop! Why be struck
down?” So the prophet stopped but said, “T know that God has

determined to destroy you, because you have done this and
have not listened to my counsel.”
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After Amaziah king of Judah consulted his advisers, he sent

this challenge to Jehoash son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu,
king of Israel: “Come, meet me face to face”
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But Jehoash king of Israel replied to Amaziah king of Judah: “A
thistle in Lebanon sent a message to a cedar in Lebanon, ‘Give
your daughter to my son in marriage, Then a wild beast in
Lebanon came along and trampled the thistle underfoot,
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ol Foll} Lozt ofato] 88 Apzstol Ust febrt &
7 wsianat shevk st

You say to yourself that you have defeated Edom, and now you

are arrogant and proud, But stay at home! Why ask for trouble
and cause your own downfall and that of Judah also?”
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Amaziah, however, would not listen, for God so worked that

he might hand them over to Jehoash, because they sought the
gods of Edom,
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So Jehoash king of Israel attacked. He and Amaziah king of
Judah faced each other at Beth Shemesh in Judah,
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Judah was routed by Israel, and every man fled to his home,
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Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the
son of Joash, the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh, Then
Jehoash brought him to Jerusalem and broke down the wall

of Jerusalem from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate - a
section about six hundred feet long.
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He took all the gold and silver and all the articles found in
the temple of God that had been in the care of Obed - Edom,

together with the palace treasures and the hostages, and
returned to Samaria,
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Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah lived for fifteen years
after the death of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel.
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As for the other events of Amaziah's reign, from beginning

to end, are they not written in the book of the kings of Judah
and Israel?
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From the time that Amaziah turned away from following the
LORD, they conspired against him in Jerusalem and he fled

to Lachish, but they sent men after him to Lachish and killed
him there.
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He was brought back by horse and was buried with his fathers
in the City of Judah,
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“Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around and
consider, search through her squares, If you can find but one

person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I will forgive
this city,

50| oo ot AlE Far AR A%
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Although they say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives; still they are
swearing falsely
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O LORD, do not your eyes look for truth? You struck them, but
they felt no pain; you crushed them, but they refused

correction, They made their faces harder than stone and
refused to repent,
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I thought, ‘These are only the poor; they are foolish, for they

do not know the way of the LORD, the requirements of their
God.
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So I will go to the leaders and speak to them; surely they know

the way of the LORD, the requirements of their God,” But with

one accord they too had broken off the yoke and torn off the
bonds.
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Therefore a lion from the forest will attack them, a wolf from
the desert will ravage them, a leopard will lie in wait near their

towns to tear to pieces any who venture out, for their rebellion
is great and their backslidings many.
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“Why should 1 forgive you? Your children have forsaken me
and sworn by gods that are not gods, I supplied all their needs,

yet they committed adultery and thronged to the houses of
prostitutes,
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They are well-fed, lusty stallions, each neighing for another
man's wife,

ofz.9}e] oIz} 7k ol o] Lol tistel Wil of
UshAom 1 vheo] ofed Lkeho] Hish etk
Should I not punish them for this?” declares the LORD, “Should
I not avenge myself on such a nation as this?”
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“Go through her vineyards and ravage them, but do not

destroy them completely, Strip off her branches, for these
people do not belong to the LORD,
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The house of Israel and the house of Judah have been utterly
unfaithful to me,” declares the LORD,
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They have lied about the LORD; they said, “He will do nothing!
No harm will come to us; we will never see sword or famine,
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The prophets are but wind and the word is not in them; so let
what they say be done to them,”
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Therefore this is what the LORD God Almighty says: “Because
the people have spoken these words, I will make my words
in your mouth a fire and these people the wood it consumes.”

15 ojzope] whgoluz} o]t Folof Beh Wit & Yk
B el YslellA|2 oA sty & siar o7l WiZolzt
et S Ul @A) Rek 1 Ee vk AlEA] Rek=
Yzt

‘O house of Israel,” declares the LORD, “I am bringing a distant
nation against you - an ancient and enduring nation, a people
whose language you do not know, whose speech you do not
understand.
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Their quivers are like an open grave; all of them are mighty sze) zzuz
warriors,
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They will devour your harvests and food, devour your sons
and daughters; they will devour your flocks and herds, devour

your vines and fig trees. With the sword they will destroy the
fortified cities in which you trust,”

oz fe] wzolUiet Lol U7} LI5S eakAl ol
shelet

“Yet even in those days,” declares the LORD, “I will not destroy
you completely.
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And when the people ask, “Why has the LORD our God done
all this to us?’ you will tell them, ‘As you have forsaken me and

served foreign gods in your own land, so now you will serve
foreigners in a land not your own.”
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“Announce this to the house of Jacob and proclaim it in Judah:
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Hear this, you foolish and senseless people, who have eyes but
do not see, who have ears but do not hear:
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Should you not fear me?” declares the LORD. “Should you not
tremble in my presence? I made the sand a boundary for the

sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross, The waves may roll,
but they cannot prevail; they may roar, but they cannot cross it.
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But these people have stubborn and rebellious hearts; they
have turned aside and gone away,
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They do not say to themselves, Let us fear the LORD our God,

who gives autumn and spring rains in season, who assures us
of the regular weeks of harvest,
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Your wrongdoings have kept these away; your sins have
deprived you of good,
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Among my people are wicked men who lie in wait like men
who snare birds and like those who set traps to catch men,
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Like cages full of birds, their houses are full of deceit; they
have become rich and powerful
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and have grown fat and sleek. Their evil deeds have no limit; 55014

they do not plead the case of the fatherless to win it, they do  s|=z|of) sl

not defend the rights of the poor,
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Should T not punish them for this?” declares the LORD, “Should
I not avenge myself on such a nation as this?

2l
=
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A horrible and shocking thing has happened in the land:
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The prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by their own

authority, and my people love it this way, But what will you
do in the end?”
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Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen
years old, and made him king in place of his father Amaziah,
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He was the one who rebuilt Elath and restored it to Judah after
Amaziah rested with his fathers.
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Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he

reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two years, His mother's name was
Jecoliah; she was from Jerusalem,
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He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his
father Amaziah had done.
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He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who instructed

him in the fear of God, As long as he sought the LORD, God
gave him success.
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He went to war against the Philistines and broke down the

walls of Gath, Jabneh and Ashdod, He then rebuilt towns near
Ashdod and elsewhere among the Philistines,
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God helped him against the Philistines and against the Arabs
who lived in Gur Baal and against the Meunites,
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The Ammonites brought tribute to Uzziah, and his fame spread

as far as the border of Egypt, because he had become very
powerful,
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Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, at the
Valley Gate and at the angle of the wall, and he fortified them,
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He also built towers in the desert and dug many cisterns,
because he had much livestock in the foothills and in the

plain, He had people working his fields and vineyards in the
hills and in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil.
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Uzziah had a well-trained army, ready to go out by divisions
according to their numbers as mustered by Jeiel the secretary

and Maaseiah the officer under the direction of Hananiah, one
of the royal officials,
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The total number of family leaders over the fighting men was
2,600.
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Under their command was an army of 307,500 men trained for
war, a powerful force to support the king against his enemies,
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Uzziah provided shields, spears, helmets, coats of armor, bows
and slingstones for the entire army,
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In Jerusalem he made machines designed by skillful men for
use on the towers and on the corner defenses to shoot arrows

and hurl large stones. His fame spread far and wide, for he was
greatly helped until he became powerful.
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But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall.

He was unfaithful to the LORD his God, and entered the
temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense,
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Azariah the priest with eighty other courageous priests of the
LORD followed him in,
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They confronted him and said, ‘Tt is not right for you, Uzziah,
to burn incense to the LORD. That is for the priests, the
descendants of Aaron, who have been consecrated to burn

incense, Leave the sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful;
and you will not be honored by the LORD God.”
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Uzziah, who had a censer in his hand ready to burn incense,
became angry. While he was raging at the priests in their

presence before the incense altar in the LORD's temple,
leprosy broke out on his forehead.
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When Azariah the chief priest and all the other priests looked
at him, they saw that he had leprosy on his forehead, so they
hurried him out. Indeed, he himself was eager to leave,
because the LORD had afflicted him,
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King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he died. He lived in a
separate house - leprous, and excluded from the temple of the

LORD, Jotham his son had charge of the palace and governed
the people of the land.
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The other events of Uzziah's reign, from beginning to end, are
recorded by the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz,
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Uzziah rested with his fathers and was buried near them in a

field for burial that belonged to the kings, for people said, “He
had leprosy.” And Jotham his son succeeded him as king,
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Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and

he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years, His mother's name was
Jerusha daughter of Zadok.,
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He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his
father Uzziah had done, but unlike him he did not enter the

temple of the LORD, The people, however, continued their
corrupt practices,
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Jotham rebuilt the Upper Gate of the temple of the LORD and
did extensive work on the wall at the hill of Ophel.
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He built towns in the Judean hills and forts and towers in the
wooded areas.
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Jotham made war on the king of the Ammonites and
conquered them, That year the Ammonites paid him a
hundred talents of silver, ten thousand cors of wheat and ten

thousand cors of barley. The Ammonites brought him the
same amount also in the second and third years,
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Jotham grew powerful because he walked steadfastly before
the LORD his God.
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The other events in Jotham's reign, including all his wars and

the other things he did, are written in the book of the kings of
Israel and Judah,
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He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years,

7 3¢ 2S5 A vl ol Adell kL 29
oF5 ofat27} tialale] sho] wuler

Jotham rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of
David, And Ahaz his son succeeded him as king,
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Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he

reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years, Unlike David his father, he
did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD,
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He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel and also made
cast idols for worshiping the Baals,
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He burned sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and

sacrificed his sons in the fire, following the detestable ways
of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites,
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He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the high places, on
the hilltops and under every spreading tree,
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Therefore the LORD his God handed him over to the king of

Aram, The Arameans defeated him and took many of his

people as prisoners and brought them to Damascus, He was

also given into the hands of the king of Israel, who inflicted
heavy casualties on him,
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In one day Pekah son of Remaliah killed a hundred and twenty

thousand soldiers in Judah - because Judah had forsaken the
LORD, the God of their fathers,
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Zicri, an Ephraimite warrior, killed Maaseiah the kings son,

Azrikam the officer in charge of the palace, and Elkanah,
second to the king,
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The Israelites took captive from their kinsmen two hundred

thousand wives, sons and daughters, They also took a great
deal of plunder, which they carried back to Samaria,

157



25

i

10

11

12

0] of5oje] AAAL gled olge eslolet 17} AL
Hlelol Boloi g Qxlska 250 ol=H U3
z7¢e] shbd AzoAN FtelA Jstieng g3
Sl WIAs Uslel o7k S3ske] A5 s

But a prophet of the LORD named Oded was there, and he
went out to meet the army when it returned to Samaria, He
said to them, “Because the LORD, the God of your fathers, was

angry with Judah, he gave them into your hand, But you have
slaughtered them in a rage that reaches to heaven,
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And now you intend to make the men and women of Judah

and Jerusalem your slaves, But aren't you also guilty of sins
against the LORD your God?
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Now listen to me! Send back your fellow countrymen you have
taken as prisoners, for the LORD's fierce anger rests on you,”
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Then some of the leaders in Ephraim - Azariah son of

Jehohanan, Berekiah son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah son of

Shallum, and Amasa son of Hadlai - confronted those who
were arriving from the war,
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“You must not bring those prisoners here,;” they said, ‘or we
will be guilty before the LORD, Do you intend to add to our

sin and guilt? For our guilt is already great, and his fierce anger
rests on Israel.”
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So the soldiers gave up the prisoners and plunder in the
presence of the officials and all the assembly,
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The men designated by name took the prisoners, and from the
plunder they clothed all who were naked. They provided them
with clothes and sandals, food and drink, and healing balm,
All those who were weak they put on donkeys, So they took

them back to their fellow countrymen at Jericho, the City of
Palms, and returned to Samaria,
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At that time King Ahaz sent to the king of Assyria for help.
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The Edomites had again come and attacked Judah and carried
away prisoners,
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while the Philistines had raided towns in the foothills and
in the Negev of Judah, They captured and occupied Beth

Shemesh, Aijalon and Gederoth, as well as Soco, Timnah and
Gimzo, with their surrounding villages.
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The LORD had humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel,

for he had promoted wickedness in Judah and had been most
unfaithful to the LORD,
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Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came to him, but he gave him
trouble instead of help,
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Ahaz took some of the things from the temple of the LORD

and from the royal palace and from the princes and presented
them to the king of Assyria, but that did not help him,
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In his time of trouble King Ahaz became even more unfaithful
to the LORD,
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He offered sacrifices to the gods of Damascus, who had
defeated him; for he thought, “Since the gods of the kings of
Aram have helped them, I will sacrifice to them so they will

help me.” But they were his downfall and the downfall of all
Israel,
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Ahaz gathered together the furnishings from the temple of

God and took them away, He shut the doors of the LORD's
temple and set up altars at every street corner in Jerusalem,
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In every town in Judah he built high places to burn sacrifices

to other gods and provoked the LORD, the God of his fathers,
to anger,
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The other events of his reign and all his ways, from beginning
to end, are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel.
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Ahaz rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of

Jerusalem, but he was not placed in the tombs of the kings of
Israel, And Hezekiah his son succeeded him as king,
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“Flee for safety, people of Benjamin! Flee from Jerusalem|
Sound the trumpet in Tekoa! Raise the signal over Beth

Hakkerem! For disaster looms out of the north, even terrible
destruction,

0 olER $old Alee] B it Bastel

I will destroy the Daughter of Zion, so beautiful and delicate.

3 BAEo] 1 9 WE B oh F9lo] A7) AU Ax
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Shepherds with their flocks will come against her; they will
pitch their tents around her, each tending his own portion.”

4 Vs 28 2 2912 52 Qoidel $2lt ool Lep)
A ole} olgiet o] 71go] A To] Agkyit
“Prepare for battle against her! Arise, let us attack at noon! But,

alas, the daylight is fading, and the shadows of evening grow
long,
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So arise, let us attack at night and destroy her fortresses!”
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This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Cut down the trees

and build siege ramps against Jerusalem. This city must be
punished; it is filled with oppression,

o] 7 B-& SR 17 T oke Eriu Zev g
A7k A7l Sl st o] ) gkl Aldshotiel
As a well pours out its water, so she pours out her

wickedness, Violence and destruction resound in her; her
sickness and wounds are ever before me,
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Take warning, O Jerusalem, or I will turn away from you and
make your land desolate so no one can live in it,”
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This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Let them glean the

remnant of Israel as thoroughly as a vine; pass your hand over
the branches again, like one gathering grapes.”
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To whom can I speak and give warning? Who will listen to

me? Their ears are closed so they cannot hear, The word of the
LORD is offensive to them,; they find no pleasure in it,

a2 R ofgote] it WAl 7H5ete] 27| olfErt 1
25 Aol sk otolEt B]I FdEelA Feey |3
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But I am full of the wrath of the LORD, and I cannot hold it in.
“Pour it out on the children in the street and on the young men

gathered together; both husband and wife will be caught in it,
and the old, those weighed down with years,

W7t 2w FRIA W &5 2 2015 259 F3t it of
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Their houses will be turned over to others, together with their

fields and their wives, when I stretch out my hand against
those who live in the land,” declares the LORD,
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“From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets
and priests alike, all practice decetit,
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They dress the wound of my people as though it were not
serious, Peace, peace, they say, when there is no peace,
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Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct? No, they have
no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush, So they

will fall among the fallen; they will be brought down when 1
punish them,” says the LORD,
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This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look;
ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk

in it, and you will find rest for your souls, But you said, ‘We
will not walk in it

U7} i U3 gl 9 e Alglon] e el owt 5
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I appointed watchmen over you and said, ‘Listen to the sound
of the trumpet!’ But you said, “‘We will not listen,
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Therefore hear, O nations; observe, O witnesses, what will
happen to them,
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Hear, O earth: I am bringing disaster on this people, the fruit

of their schemes, because they have not listened to my words
and have rejected my law,
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What do I care about incense from Sheba or sweet calamus

from a distant land? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable;
your sacrifices do not please me.”
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Therefore this is what the LORD says: ‘I will put obstacles

before this people, Fathers and sons alike will stumble over
them; neighbors and friends will perish,”
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This is what the LORD says: “Look, an army is coming from

the land of the north; a great nation is being stirred up from
the ends of the earth,
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They are armed with bow and spear; they are cruel and show
no mercy, They sound like the roaring sea as they ride on their

horses; they come like men in battle formation to attack you,
O Daughter of Zion,”

$2P} 1 27 BYer e o skajolzla Fo] 42
S Rgke v g 7 ofFo] sjitels o 2ot

We have heard reports about them, and our hands hang limp,
Anguish has gripped us, pain like that of a woman in labor,
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Do not go out to the fields or walk on the roads, for the enemy
has a sword, and there is terror on every side,
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O my people, put on sackcloth and roll in ashes; mourn with

bitter wailing as for an only son, for suddenly the destroyer
will come upon us,
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“T have made you a tester of metals and my people the ore, that
you may observe and test their ways,
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They are all hardened rebels, going about to slander. They are
bronze and iron; they all act corruptly,
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The bellows blow fiercely to burn away the lead with fire, but
the refining goes on in vain; the wicked are not purged out,
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They are called rejected silver, because the LORD has rejected
them,”
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Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king,
and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years, His mother's
name was Abijah daughter of Zechariah,
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He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his
father David had done,
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In the first month of the first year of his reign, he opened the
doors of the temple of the LORD and repaired them.
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He brought in the priests and the Levites, assembled them in
the square on the east side
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and said: “Listen to me, Levites! Consecrate yourselves now

and consecrate the temple of the LORD, the God of your
fathers. Remove all defilement from the sanctuary.
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Our fathers were unfaithful; they did evil in the eyes of the

LORD our God and forsook him, They turned their faces away
from the LORD's dwelling place and turned their backs on him,
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They also shut the doors of the portico and put out the lamps,

They did not burn incense or present any burnt offerings at the
sanctuary to the God of Israel,
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Therefore, the anger of the LORD has fallen on Judah and

Jerusalem; he has made them an object of dread and horror
and scorn, as you can see with your own eyes.

185



30

ol

]

9

10

11

12

oz Tm|¢to} -2l 2AFEo] Zoll d=AH 2] 2t
U9} oplS o] Aladi=yle}

This is why our fathers have fallen by the sword and why our
sons and daughters and our wives are in captivity,

olA| o]xetdle] shid oot} tiEo] dokS Al¢] 1 vy
gk =5 lolAN wuA & rh2o] WA gy

Now I intend to make a covenant with the LORD, the God of
Israel, so that his fierce anger will turn away from us,
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My sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen
you to stand before him and serve him, to minister before him
and to burn incense.”
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Then these Levites set to work: from the Kohathites, Mahath
son of Amasai and Joel son of Azariah; from the Merarites,

Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son of Jehallelel; from the
Gershonites, Joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of Joah;
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from the descendants of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeiel, from the
descendants of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah;
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from the descendants of Heman, Jehiel and Shimei; from the
descendants of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel,
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When they had assembled their brothers and consecrated

themselves, they went in to purify the temple of the LORD, as
the king had ordered, following the word of the LORD,
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The priests went into the sanctuary of the LORD to purify it,
They brought out to the courtyard of the LORD's temple

everything unclean that they found in the temple of the LORD,
The Levites took it and carried it out to the Kidron Valley,
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They began the consecration on the first day of the first month,
and by the eighth day of the month they reached the portico
of the LORD, For eight more days they consecrated the temple

of the LORD itself, finishing on the sixteenth day of the first
month,
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Then they went in to King Hezekiah and reported: “We have
purified the entire temple of the LORD, the altar of burnt

offering with all its utensils, and the table for setting out the
consecrated bread, with all its articles,
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We have prepared and consecrated all the articles that King

Ahaz removed in his unfaithfulness while he was king, They
are now in front of the LORD's altar,”
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Early the next morning King Hezekiah gathered the city
officials together and went up to the temple of the LORD,
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They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven male lambs and
seven male goats as a sin offering for the kingdom, for the

sanctuary and for Judah, The king commanded the priests, the
descendants of Aaron, to offer these on the altar of the LORD,
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So they slaughtered the bulls, and the priests took the blood
and sprinkled it on the altar; next they slaughtered the rams
and sprinkled their blood on the altar; then they slaughtered
the lambs and sprinkled their blood on the altar,
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The goats for the sin offering were brought before the king and
the assembly, and they laid their hands on them.,
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The priests then slaughtered the goats and presented their
blood on the altar for a sin offering to atone for all Israel,

because the king had ordered the burnt offering and the sin
offering for all Israel.
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He stationed the Levites in the temple of the LORD with
cymbeals, harps and lyres in the way prescribed by David and

Gad the king’s seer and Nathan the prophet; this was
commanded by the LORD through his prophets.
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So the Levites stood ready with David's instruments, and the
priests with their trumpets,
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Hezekiah gave the order to sacrifice the burnt offering on the altar,

As the offering began, singing to the LORD began also, accompanied
by trumpets and the instruments of David king of Israel,
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The whole assembly bowed in worship, while the singers sang

and the trumpeters played, All this continued until the sacrifice
of the burnt offering was completed,
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When the offerings were finished, the king and everyone
present with him knelt down and worshiped,
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King Hezekiah and his officials ordered the Levites to praise
the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer, So

they sang praises with gladness and bowed their heads and
worshiped,
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Then Hezekiah said, “You have now dedicated yourselves to
the LORD, Come and bring sacrifices and thank offerings to
the temple of the LORD,” So the assembly brought sacrifices

and thank offerings, and all whose hearts were willing brought
burnt offerings,
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The number of burnt offerings the assembly brought was

seventy bulls, a hundred rams and two hundred male lambs - all
of them for burnt offerings to the LORD,
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The animals consecrated as sacrifices amounted to six
hundred bulls and three thousand sheep and goats,
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The priests, however, were too few to skin all the burnt
offerings; so their kinsmen the Levites helped them until the
task was finished and until other priests had been consecrated,

for the Levites had been more conscientious in consecrating
themselves than the priests had been,
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There were burnt offerings in abundance, together with the
fat of the fellowship offerings and the drink offerings that
accompanied the burnt offerings. So the service of the temple
of the LORD was reestablished,
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Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced at what God had brought
about for his people, because it was done so quickly.
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