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‘The king and his officials and the whole sssembly in
Jeruslem decided 0 celbrate the Passoer in the second
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Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote
letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, inviting them to come to the

temple of the LORD in Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to
the LORD, the God of Israel,

Fo] WS o T 2 35 pliEo] o=l B
o #-g&& A7 stiey
The king and his officials and the whole assembly in

Jerusalem decided to celebrate the Passover in the second
month,

ol AdsH g AXPEEC] FE38laL MR o FAFo|
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They had not been able to celebrate it at the regular time

because not enough priests had consecrated themselves and
the people had not assembled in Jerusalem.
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The plan seemed right both to the king and to the whole assembly,

Ero] go] HES W] BaAMulARY @71A] & o]x
eholol] BEsto] UAlE) ol F Ao 2 b ol ehel st
H o5ofe] FreAdS A7t s o= 7153 rEltlE @
Et A7IA] Fsldaolelzt

They decided to send a proclamation throughout Israel, from
Beersheba to Dan, calling the people to come to Jerusalem
and celebrate the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel, It

had not been celebrated in large numbers according to what
was written,
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At the king’s command, couriers went throughout Israel and
Judah with letters from the king and from his officials, which
read: “People of Israel, return to the LORD, the God of Abraham,

Isaac and Israel, that he may return to you who are left, who
have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria,

o mlo
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Do not be like your parents and your fellow Israelites, who

were unfaithful to the LORD, the God of their ancestors, so
that he made them an object of horror, as you see,
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Do not be stiff-necked, as your ancestors were; submit to the
LORD, Come to his sanctuary, which he has consecrated

forever, Serve the LORD your God, so that his fierce anger will
turn away from you,
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If you return to the LORD, then your fellow Israelites and your
children will be shown compassion by their captors and will
return to this land, for the LORD your God is gracious and

compassionate, He will not turn his face from you if you return
to him.”

so] oueelst mubA) A 7h g% T thiA]
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The couriers went from town to town in Ephraim and

Manasseh, as far as Zebulun, but people scorned and ridiculed
them,
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Nevertheless, some from Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun
humbled themselves and went to Jerusalem.
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Also in Judah the hand of God was on the people to give them
unity of mind to carry out what the king and his officials had
ordered, following the word of the LORD,
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A very large crowd of people assembled in Jerusalem
to celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread in the second
month,
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They removed the altars in Jerusalem and cleared away the
incense altars and threw them into the Kidron Valley,
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They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of
the second month, The priests and the Levites were ashamed
and consecrated themselves and brought burnt offerings to the
temple of the LORD,
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Then they took up their regular positions as prescribed in the

Law of Moses the man of God, The priests splashed against
the altar the blood handed to them by the Levites,
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Since many in the crowd had not consecrated themselves, the
Levites had to kill the Passover lambs for all those who were

not ceremonially clean and could not consecrate their lambs
to the LORD.
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Although most of the many people who came from Ephraim,

Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun had not purified themselves,

yet they ate the Passover, contrary to what was written, But

Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the LORD, who is
good, pardon everyone

Ak shbd 2 9] 245 shid olashs ke
AR A WS Ao FeE Az ARG %
strelehe ARl S9iciu

who sets their heart on seeking God - the LORD, the God of

their ancestors - even if they are not clean according to the
rules of the sanctuary,”
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And the LORD heard Hezekiah and healed the people,
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The Israelites who were present in Jerusalem celebrated the
Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days with great

rejoicing, while the Levites and priests praised the LORD every
day with resounding instruments dedicated to the LORD,

S7IoFE ol5k 7l ol 54 S el HeHE
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S=2x2 =e)n 19 245 sy oz 7.}40}31

Cle}

Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all the Levites, who showed

good understanding of the service of the LORD, For the seven

days they ate their assigned portion and offered fellowship
offerings and praised the LORD, the God of their ancestors.

& BTl v A L2 AP Aefslar o]l ' A s
S47 A=

The whole assembly then agreed to celebrate the festival seven
more days; so for another seven days they celebrated joyfully,
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Hezekiah king of Judah provided a thousand bulls and seven
thousand sheep and goats for the assembly, and the officials

provided them with a thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep
and goats, A great number of priests consecrated themselves,
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The entire assembly of Judah rejoiced, along with the priests
and Levites and all who had assembled from Israel, including

the foreigners who had come from Israel and also those who
resided in Judah,
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There was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the days of
Solomon son of David king of Israel there had been nothing
like this in Jerusalem,
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The priests and the Levites stood to bless the people, and God

heard them, for their prayer reached heaven, his holy dwelling
place,
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This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:

U ofzote] F Zoll AA o] Ta HEsto] o]271E of
oM effsly o] Bo = Sol7he ot AbEot oot
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“Stand at the gate of the LORD's house and there proclaim this
message: “ ‘Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of
Judah who come through these gates to worship the LORD,

Rho] of 5o} o]Aetele] shbdAA o9} o] g
5] 3] 29 912 vl et 2elehd v} Uslz of
ol 2 slelet

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says:

Reform your ways and your actions, and I will let you live in
this place,

Usli= o]Zlo] ofsle] dlole}, oz sle] ol ols
sje] Aole} sk AR L WA we}

Do not trust in deceptive words and say, “This is the temple of
the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD!”
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If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with
each other justly,

oIt ok} 372 ghAlakA ohfsie gt Ao o
£ o] 2ol F2IA ohsie T 215 HE e 3k A
2517 op s}

if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow

and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not
follow other gods to your own harm,

W7 U3BIE o] el 2 stely &= U3] 2/l d85-e
B & eyt

then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your
ancestors for ever and ever,

b s Rolg ARe oleshzrrt

But look, you are trusting in deceptive words that are worthless,

Vs]r} sl A1t s 712 Al vt
7 ekl s} ) Sahis the A1ES wheni
““Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn
incense to Baal and follow other gods you have not known,
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and then come and stand before me in this house, which bears

my Name, and say, “We are safe” - safe to do all these
detestable things?

U olgo® YALS W of o] US| ol m5e] &
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olujet

Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of
robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the LORD,

U= Wt 2222 W ol55 & A4 A=l 74 o o
73 ol=Etde] ot thste] Wizt oA FstA=AE Hel

“ ¢

Go now to the place in Shiloh where I first made a dwelling
for my Name, and see what I did to it because of the
wickedness of my people Israel,

ofsske] Woliz} ola Lisll 1 mE AL Peigion
W7 |ejell7] dele] ApE FAs] detol= £4] of
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While you were doing all these things, declares the LORD, I

spoke to you again and again, but you did not listen; I called
you, but you did not answer,
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Therefore, what I did to Shiloh I will now do to the house that

bears my Name, the temple you trust in, the place I gave to you
and your ancestors,

U7t U3 25 A 2 o8l & £ Eohdl A o)
W skellx] sl Eohfjele} shalct EAuzt

I will thrust you from my presence, just as I did all your fellow
Israelites, the people of Ephraim.

TE U= o] MAS gi5to] 7]mskA Wek TES 9ISl
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“So do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or petition for
them; do not plead with me, for I will not listen to you,

U 250] itk 5S4 AT AgleA ke 4
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Do you not see what they are doing in the towns of Judah and
in the streets of Jerusalem?
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The children gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the
women knead the dough and make cakes to offer to the Queen

of Heaven, They pour out drink offerings to other gods to
arouse my anger,

19 olzo}e] wazolue} 150] 112 Al ok 7] A
Zoll $11218- Aol oh ik
But am I the one they are provoking? declares the LORD, Are
they not rather harming themselves, to their own shame?
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Ho 2] 3 7ho] AkekAl L AAIA olstelet shAILIe)
“ “Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: My anger
and my wrath will be poured out on this place - on man and

beast, on the trees of the field and on the crops of your land - and
it will burn and not be quenched,
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““This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go
ahead, add your burnt offerings to your other sacrifices and eat
the meat yourselves!

AP U U3 252 o BelAl Qlmstel Wl el
s 36l diatel 2l opale WesiA) ohala
For when I brought your ancestors out of Egypt and spoke to

them, I did not just give them commands about burnt offerings
and sacrifices,
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but I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your

God and you will be my people, Walk in obedience to all I
command you, that it may go well with you,
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But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed

the stubborn inclinations of their evil hearts. They went
backward and not forward.

25 Y3 250l ol Bl U ERE L7 Wkl &
AAAEE VSl Huls] #edgle] Huiglont

From the time your ancestors left Egypt until now, day after
day, again and again I sent you my servants the prophets,

26 Y37t YollA| F3HA olJstH AE 7|-&0lA] olsiaL
2.9 7] o] U5 25t ok T ettt
But they did not listen to me or pay attention. They were
stiff-necked and did more evil than their ancestors,

27 |7} 2E00A o] e EE X 50| YellAl %3t
A] o Zlo] 8 U7t 255 EE% 25| vlA thgsAl
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“When you tell them all this, they will not listen to you; when
you call to them, they will not answer,
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Therefore say to them, ‘This is the nation that has not obeyed

the LORD its God or responded to correction, Truth has
perished; it has vanished from their lips.

el a2 o] B2]aL B2 A $lelr] F=dA]olnt of
oA 2 =812l vt o] At Fol BEalsolet

“

Cut off your hair and throw it away; take up a lament on the
barren heights, for the LORD has rejected and abandoned this
generation that is under his wrath,

30 o ZSPAM BaIAIE] Frk Aol vl E gl oL it

31

of 1) olgo 2 -2 W el 158 AER AL T
o] J& oy o
““The people of Judah have done evil in my eyes, declares the

LORD. They have set up their detestable idols in the house that
bears my Name and have defiled it.

il ok Al EM S A5sh 150 AUS
2 Foll gl Uit ek ohulstela ol vkl 47t
A ohigt olufet

They have built the high places of Topheth in the Valley of Ben

Hinnom to burn their sons and daughters in the fire - something
I did not command, nor did it enter my mind,
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So beware, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when
people will no longer call it Topheth or the Valley of Ben

Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter, for they will bury the
dead in Topheth until there is no more room,
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o] WAje) AlAIZE 352 sk o] el o] B Aot
ARG EL A} 9 Aot
Then the carcasses of this people will become food for the

birds and the wild animals, and there will be no one to frighten
them away.

34 22 wjell W7t frot 23383 ol 7ol ZImste 4xa,

2719leke e, A1) 252, o] 227} Bl alel
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I will bring an end to the sounds of joy and gladness and to the

voices of bride and bridegroom in the towns of Judah and the
streets of Jerusalem, for the land will become desolate,

o5 ofe] waoluie} 1 ol AleEo] 4o} 5] miok 1
o] AEAFSe] Wk AAPS] me} AAAFSe] W} o
2451 Fe] W2 1 Folx] Zolujol

“ ‘At that time, declares the LORD, the bones of the kings and
officials of Judah, the bones of the priests and prophets, and

the bones of the people of Jerusalem will be removed from
their graves,
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They will be exposed to the sun and the moon and all the stars
of the heavens, which they have loved and served and which
they have followed and consulted and worshiped. They will
not be gathered up or buried, but will be like dung lying on
the ground,

ol o1k Wl wok sk A, 5 P SALA 2
o} ghe AFSo] Abe Rur} FE A Ustelet whze] of
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Wherever 1 banish them, all the survivors of this evil nation
will prefer death to life, declares the LORD Almighty
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When all this had ended, the Israelites who were there
went out to the towns of Judah, smashed the sacred stones
and cut down the Asherah poles, They destroyed the high
places and the altars throughout Judah and Benjamin and
in Ephraim and Manasseh, After they had destroyed all of

them, the Israelites returned to their own towns and to their
Own property,
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Hezekiah assigned the priests and Levites to divisions - each
of them according to their duties as priests or Levites - to
offer burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, to minister,

to give thanks and to sing praises at the gates of the LORD’s
dwelling,
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The king contributed from his own possessions for the morning
and evening burnt offerings and for the burnt offerings on the

Sabbaths, at the New Moons and at the appointed festivals as
written in the Law of the LORD,
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He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion

due the priests and Levites so they could devote themselves to
the Law of the LORD.
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As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave
the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, olive oil and honey and

all that the fields produced, They brought a great amount, a
tithe of everything,
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The people of Israel and Judah who lived in the towns of
Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe
of the holy things dedicated to the LORD their God, and they
piled them in heaps.
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They began doing this in the third month and finished in the
seventh month,
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When Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they
praised the LORD and blessed his people Israel.
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Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps;

A9 E:5 AP ol o) hgtste] o] 2]
o] al%2 olzsle] Aol =] Ao RRE Selt
B Hglont e Zlo] @ou] of ols s 19]

ol 28 Fagolet 1 e Aol ol2 wol %9
olc}

and Azariah the chief priest, from the family of Zadok,
answered, “Since the people began to bring their contributions
to the temple of the LORD, we have had enough to eat and
plenty to spare, because the LORD has blessed his people, and
this great amount is left over,”
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Hezekiah gave orders to prepare storerooms in the temple of
the LORD, and this was done.

A0 T el B} Aelzsh PEG BASS 2k Far o)
91 Mg Ikt 1 2le] AlAt Han 19] o} - Aol

22147} Hv]

Then they faithfully brought in the contributions, tithes and
dedicated gifts, Konaniah, a Levite, was the overseer in charge
of these things, and his brother Shimei was next in rank.
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Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel,
Ismakiah, Mahath and Benaiah were assistants of Konaniah
and Shimei his brother, All these served by appointment of

King Hezekiah and Azariah the official in charge of the temple
of God.
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Kore son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the East Gate, was
in charge of the freewill offerings given to God, distributing

the contributions made to the LORD and also the consecrated
gifts,
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Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah and Shekaniah
assisted him faithfully in the towns of the priests, distributing to

their fellow priests according to their divisions, old and young
alike.
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In addition, they distributed to the males three years old or
more whose names were in the genealogical records - all who
would enter the temple of the LORD to perform the daily

duties of their various tasks, according to their responsibilities
and their divisions,
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And they distributed to the priests enrolled by their families
in the genealogical records and likewise to the Levites twenty

years old or more, according to their responsibilities and their
divisions,

59



7

1

18 &=

19

20

21

= 71 Zaio] 7] 8 £ 3] ofel ofol ohls ARiSel
A b #9001 o 35 skl F48] 1 MRS

sk A

They included all the little ones, the wives, and the sons and

daughters of the whole community listed in these genealogical
records. For they were faithful in consecrating themselves.
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As for the priests, the descendants of Aaron, who lived on
the farmlands around their towns or in any other towns, men
were designated by name to distribute portions to every male

among them and to all who were recorded in the genealogies
of the Levites,
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This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was
good and right and faithful before the LORD his God,
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In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple

and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his
God and worked wholeheartedly, And so he prospered,

60



61



O3l | TxI=ol o|n|S HZt5iD] LS HH3| 90 ZAICE

1. 0l Z2| ZHH7+ &S| O|F0IX|11 AELICHTT~19),

© 74 7] el e HnlE A HelaUh o] RE dlBES Aelstus & u) 5a

7)ok J3he Bufsto] o] oEo] & AFolA| 1 HEEP LhrolA] gat 2212 Hst

STk 4 oA e} A ] 5] Sk ok Auolel] 2

9012 7| 0(123), 15| Soto] & B HEAES FYSUCE 9 eol 1

5819] 6] A SOl AR5 AR Bulels U8 WAL, 158 ST
7

ml

m\:l

Zno] 7158 BE ANYT 90T 15 4TS & ol 2k o3
wwai ) 48 4 AU AL S127)fe) RAsk UE PE ISl ol WA
HIck oJ 201 S2710Ks AE APIAS.2 A2 5k, ol o

4;_ Shbe Soll vkaA] A2 4 QI s17] 13t ol sy

2. 0{= et EA[7|of| Mzt Felot FIAFo = JSAELITH20~21).

o] Rrefolif )27 10kel) Tjg 7P 2 L 31 gl ol Tig ks S Ay
Tk 2 17} 219) s of Bk mAlef Ak gejeh Malghe 2 s, 19 shide
23 0hg0 2 ATk FIEE T YHUTH0-213). o)A shbde e ol o
Lpde] @Esto] ARITL 71251 AgUTE GY7IoNE 18 That 2ria Hket
I AHYTHE 3} 18:3). i3} 204 E] 31471 9) 3]2710k] HH S Bohw, g
gl e SEAZOH, ] A5 o= B ALz B E S s w
M AAE ARAFUTE L&t frotet o] Aekd 7 de] U AAE A9 fls daE
Oz o 2 shubd S Hietal o] Agkdo] shdS Fsl7] 918l =3t Algredyth. 117k &t
B G2 NS ol F 4 AAE A2 24 s 28]9.0H, shhde] =94l flol= o]
£ %E AYUT 22y 71 ol B ASEY P dEaER AL Ut Sk
H HAZof A3t Aejel [agko = dsiaity = H7hd AUt

HE | L& ot HED XIS ATEAICE

Hofli= 2HIE M=ot #2271 HQelTt 0] Fof w3

- O —
Sk X3 St = Ygs E 2ot 2 ?{olM 7*7*°F-_r1 % 2301 A& 7H2¢|of| =0]
El=

o
i
' oc
i 0
for 0%
N
Ir
kI
omn
> 2t
o I
=
I
)
>
-Io
Ir

2. 92t et 2 e OfHd 22t 8t Binfle] IS Bt HAT[of
Offt efiette? 3 Folo} TIMEIO S 0122 S ZAIC

rr
N
me
=2
ne
)
il
rr
5 %
d

62



h))

L5 EH MY S22

>

S| | or20) ofgte 7

k=1
=

e

AR MEZA L2 MESS X0 SAIC,

7| | A 20| £FGH 2 ZHIEIAICE RS EMT | A|HOE J|EalE SELICE

AJE 367~10 7 it ol B2 ARIO| OfF] 12| LN AHS0| el ef
/3101 LI * Fele] Toj ks 7|5 202 IS50| tig) o
A B2 DA BILICE * 3] 0] e U&LICE P2l Tl

= 0ri=2

3, FHo| % Al =2l AlLhodl
HIS
ool ==

2ot 2ts| Zel 0f2HE S
Lt © FEHS MESH=E ARSPE, FEMM 25| SHEZE2 AlE HIZ0| FAAIR. 0KZ0] FAIGH At
2ol7il=, 2l 2| Haiglo] HIE0 FHAIL.

0
et
ik
>
e
O

A
e
O

o

0

B

0t

O

I'



o] BE FAE UL B Fol Sz ¢ Aslge] firtol &
ofo}r] AnF HEEE Fatol 212 A3 AN Feskas)

After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib
king of Assyria came and invaded Judah, He laid siege to the
fortified cities, thinking to conquer them for himself,
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When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that he
intended to wage war against Jerusalem,
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he consulted with his officials and military staff about blocking

off the water from the springs outside the city, and they helped
him,
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They gathered a large group of people who blocked all the
springs and the stream that flowed through the land, “Why

should the kings of Assyria come and find plenty of water?”
they said.
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Then he worked hard repairing all the broken sections of the
wall and building towers on it. He built another wall outside

that one and reinforced the terraces of the City of David. He
also made large numbers of weapons and shields,
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He appointed military officers over the people and assembled

them before him in the square at the city gate and encouraged
them with these words:
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“Be strong and courageous, Do not be afraid or discouraged

because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for
there is a greater power with us than with him,
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With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our

God to help us and to fight our battles,” And the people gained
confidence from what Hezekiah the king of Judah said,
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Later, when Sennacherib king of Assyria and all his forces

were laying siege to Lachish, he sent his officers to Jerusalem

with this message for Hezekiah king of Judah and for all the
people of Judah who were there:
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“This is what Sennacherib king of Assyria says: On what are

you basing your confidence, that you remain in Jerusalem
under siege?
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When Hezekiah says, ‘The LORD our God will save us from

the hand of the king of Assyria, he is misleading you, to let you
die of hunger and thirst,
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Did not Hezekiah himself remove this god’s high places and

altars, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You must worship
before one altar and burn sacrifices on it’?
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“Do you not know what I and my predecessors have done to

all the peoples of the other lands? Were the gods of those
nations ever able to deliver their land from my hand?
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Who of all the gods of these nations that my predecessors

destroyed has been able to save his people from me? How then
can your god deliver you from my hand?
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Now do not let Hezekiah deceive you and mislead you like
this. Do not believe him, for no god of any nation or kingdom
has been able to deliver his people from my hand or the hand

of my predecessors, How much less will your god deliver you
from my hand!”
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Sennacherib’s officers spoke further against the LORD God
and against his servant Hezekiah,
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The king also wrote letters ridiculing the LORD, the God of Israel,
and saying this against him: “Just as the gods of the peoples of

the other lands did not rescue their people from my hand, so
the god of Hezekiah will not rescue his people from my hand.”
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Then they called out in Hebrew to the people of Jerusalem
who were on the wall, to terrify them and make them afraid in
order to capture the city,
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They spoke about the God of Jerusalem as they did about the
gods of the other peoples of the world - the work of human hands,
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King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz cried out
in prayer to heaven about this,
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And the LORD sent an angel, who annihilated all the fighting
men and the commanders and officers in the camp of the
Assyrian king. So he withdrew to his own land in disgrace,

And when he went into the temple of his god, some of his
sons, his own flesh and blood, cut him down with the sword,
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So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem

from the hand of Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the
hand of all others, He took care of them on every side,
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Many brought offerings to Jerusalem for the LORD and

valuable gifts for Hezekiah king of Judah. From then on he
was highly regarded by all the nations.
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“Say to them, ‘This is what the LORD says: “ "‘When people fall

down, do they not get up? When someone turns away, do they
not return?
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Why then have these people turned away? Why does

Jerusalem always turn away? They cling to deceit; they refuse
to return,
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I have listened attentively, but they do not say what is right,
None of them repent of their wickedness, saying, “What have

I done?” Each pursues their own course like a horse charging
into battle,
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Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and
the dove, the swift and the thrush observe the time of their
migration, But my people do not know the requirements of
the LORD,
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“ How can you say, “We are wise, for we have the law of the

LORD,” when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled
it falsely?
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The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and

trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the LORD, what
kind of wisdom do they have?
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Therefore 1 will give their wives to other men and their fields to

new owners, From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for
gain; prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit,
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They dress the wound of my people as though it were not
serious, “Peace, peace,” they say, when there is no peace,
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Are they ashamed of their detestable conduct? No, they have
no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush, So they

will fall among the fallen; they will be brought down when
they are punished, says the LORD,
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[ will take away their harvest, declares the LORD, There will
be no grapes on the vine. There will be no figs on the tree, and
their leaves will wither, What I have given them will be taken
from them,'”
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Why are we sitting here? Gather together! Let us flee to the
fortified cities and perish there! For the LORD our God has

doomed us to perish and given us poisoned water to drink,
because we have sinned against him.
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We hoped for peace but no good has come, for a time of
healing but there is only terror,
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The snorting of the enemy’s horses is heard from Dan; at the
neighing of their stallions the whole land trembles. They have

come to devour the land and everything in it, the city and all
who live there,
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“See, I will send venomous snakes among you, vipers that
cannot be charmed, and they will bite you,” declares the LORD,
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You who are my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint within me,

D U WAde] As] W grofla] FE3l= AR o5 oA
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7} 2E0] ofAsto] 1 2Zhgh AVt oo SlE AERE U
£ A st s

Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away: “Is the
LORD not in Zion? Is her King no longer there?” “Why have

they aroused my anger with their images, with their worthless
foreign idols?”

F53 Mk AL ofo] hatglont el 79 oA
25t} shem

“The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not
saved,”

= f Wido] AFatelo B g v Aste] SHsh sk
Aglen

Since my people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and
horror grips me.
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Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why
then is there no healing for the wound of my people?

o}Ashd W vzl Eo] Ha Yl £ £ E 2ol Ba =
o e v WS slsto] Folw gelr)
Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a

fountain of tears! I would weep day and night for the slain of
my people,

o7} okl VodlZ) -8 22 ek ) uge o
7Rl e v Rheehs A Helgt Ae] 72}
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Oh, that I had in the desert a lodging place for travelers, so that

I might leave my people and go away from them; for they are
all adulterers, a crowd of unfaithful people,

o5 o}e] WerolUe} 50| 5 P o]l IS0 FHE =
& ARLE Falm 2E0] o] el 7 dsht X1ddskA] of]
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“They make ready their tongue like a bow, to shoot lies; it is not

by truth that they triumph in the land. They go from one sin
to another; they do not acknowledge me,” declares the LORD,
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“Beware of your friends; do not trust anyone in your clan, For
every one of them is a deceiver, and every friend a slanderer,

25 ) ol drol) A4 e obfalel e
S|z AL s1E T2l obg sl A

Friend deceives friend, and no one speaks the truth, They have
taught their tongues to lie; they weary themselves with sinning,

U7 AR o] Sl o 7HeE] Qe IS8 Sol o
= gruiglol UE 7|5 Holsi=uz} ofz.ote] werolLz}
You live in the midst of deception; in their deceit they refuse to
acknowledge me,” declares the LORD,

JHB g gkl o5 oA o9} o] WEetAlE K
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Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty says: “See, T will

refine and test them, for what else can I do because of the sin
of my people?

5e] S Fol= shitolel 1 walel Yoz 2 o
ol ah2 Wahh nhgo i sg ol
Their tongue is a deadly arrow; it speaks deceitfully, With their

mouths they all speak cordially to their neighbors, but in their
hearts they set traps for them,
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Should I not punish them for this?” declares the LORD, “Should
I not avenge myself on such a nation as this?”
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In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of

death, He prayed to the LORD, who answered him and gave
him a miraculous sign.

s|=7]op} uhgo] mmkste] 1 vke 235 HEsHA] of
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But Hezekiah's heart was proud and he did not respond to the

kindness shown him; therefore the LORD's wrath was on him
and on Judah and Jerusalem,

26 $2710p} vhee] MRS AT oA FuEs
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Then Hezekiah repented of the pride of his heart, as did the

people of Jerusalem; therefore the LORD's wrath did not come
on them during the days of Hezekiah.
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Hezekiah had very great wealth and honor, and he made

treasuries for his silver and gold and for his precious stones,
spices, shields and all kinds of valuables,

23 A T2} 7150 AHEE flsto] FarE Alen 2
Zt A5 AP A & we] fElE 2t
He also made buildings to store the harvest of grain, new wine

and olive oil; and he made stalls for various kinds of cattle, and
pens for the flocks,

¥ vlot B2 &S fete] ARES Al oY ol= shid
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He built villages and acquired great numbers of flocks and
herds, for God had given him very great riches,

30 o] 3|70} B 71E 0] SUllES Bt L ol =5 Tl
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It was Hezekiah who blocked the upper outlet of the Gihon

spring and channeled the water down to the west side of the
City of David, He succeeded in everything he undertook,
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But when envoys were sent by the rulers of Babylon to ask
him about the miraculous sign that had occurred in the land,
God left him to test him and to know everything that was in
his heart,
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The other events of Hezekiah's reign and his acts of devotion
are written in the vision of the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz in
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel,
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Hezekiah rested with his ancestors and was buried on the hill
where the tombs of David’s descendants are, All Judah and

the people of Jerusalem honored him when he died, And
Manasseh his son succeeded him as king,
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Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years,
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He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the detestable

practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before the
Israelites.
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He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had demolished;

he also erected altars to the Baals and made Asherah poles,
He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them,
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93] efeh shal olzste] ol AITHE-S g

He built altars in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD
had said, “My Name will remain in Jerusalem forever,”
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In both courts of the temple of the LORD, he built altars to all
the starry hosts,
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He sacrificed his children in the fire in the Valley of Ben
Hinnom, practiced divination and witchcraft, sought omens,

and consulted mediums and spiritists, He did much evil in the
eyes of the LORD, arousing his anger,
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He took the image he had made and put it in God’s temple, of
which God had said to David and to his son Solomon, “In this

temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the
tribes of Israel, I will put my Name forever,
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I will not again make the feet of the Israelites leave the land I
assigned to your ancestors, if only they will be careful to do

everything I commanded them concerning all the laws,
decrees and regulations given through Moses,”
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But Manasseh led Judah and the people of Jerusalem astray,

so that they did more evil than the nations the LORD had
destroyed before the Israelites,
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The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid
no attention,
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So the LORD brought against them the army commanders of
the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook

in his nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to
Babylon,
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In his distress he sought the favor of the LORD his God and
humbled himself greatly before the God of his ancestors,
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And when he prayed to him, the LORD was moved by his
entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him back to

Jerusalem and to his kingdom, Then Manasseh knew that the
LORD is God.
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Afterward he rebuilt the outer wall of the City of David, west
of the Gihon spring in the valley, as far as the entrance of
the Fish Gate and encircling the hill of Ophel; he also made

it much higher, He stationed military commanders in all the
fortified cities in Judah,
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He got rid of the foreign gods and removed the image from the
temple of the LORD, as well as all the altars he had built on the
temple hill and in Jerusalem; and he threw them out of the city.
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Then he restored the altar of the LORD and sacrificed

fellowship offerings and thank offerings on it, and told Judah
to serve the LORD, the God of Israel,
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The people, however, continued to sacrifice at the high places,
but only to the LORD their God,
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The other events of Manasseh’s reign, including his prayer to
his God and the words the seers spoke to him in the name of

the LORD, the God of Israel, are written in the annals of the
kings of Israel,
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His prayer and how God was moved by his entreaty, as well as

all his sins and unfaithfulness, and the sites where he built high

places and set up Asherah poles and idols before he humbled
himself - all these are written in the records of the seers,
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Manasseh rested with his ancestors and was buried in his
palace, And Amon his son succeeded him as king,
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Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and
he reigned in Jerusalem two years,
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He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, as his father Manasseh

had done. Amon worshiped and offered sacrifices to all the
idols Manasseh had made,
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But unlike his father Manasseh, he did not humble himself
before the LORD; Amon increased his guilt,
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Amon’s officials conspired against him and assassinated him
in his palace,
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Then the people of the land killed all who had plotted against
King Amon, and they made Josiah his son king in his place,
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Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years.
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He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and followed

the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or
to the left.
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In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he
began to seek the God of his father David, In his twelfth year

he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places,
Asherah poles and idols,
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Under his direction the altars of the Baals were torn down;

he cut to pieces the incense altars that were above them, and

smashed the Asherah poles and the idols, These he broke to

pieces and scattered over the graves of those who had
sacrificed to them,

APFS] ME A Slol BAke} frhel oL 4
s skaioem

He burned the bones of the priests on their altars, and so he
purged Judah and Jerusalem,
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In the towns of Manasseh, Ephraim and Simeon, as far as
Naphtali, and in the ruins around them,

e P e g
FA o 2 Eolgriz}
he tore down the altars and the Asherah poles and crushed

the idols to powder and cut to pieces all the incense altars
throughout Israel. Then he went back to Jerusalem.
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In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, to purify the land and
the temple, he sent Shaphan son of Azaliah and Maaseiah the

ruler of the city, with Joah son of Joahaz, the recorder, to
repair the temple of the LORD his God,
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They went to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money
that had been brought into the temple of God, which the
Levites who were the gatekeepers had collected from the
people of Manasseh, Ephraim and the entire remnant of Israel

and from all the people of Judah and Benjamin and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem,
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Then they entrusted it to the men appointed to supervise the

work on the LORD's temple, These men paid the workers who
repaired and restored the temple,
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They also gave money to the carpenters and builders to
purchase dressed stone, and timber for joists and beams for

the buildings that the kings of Judah had allowed to fall into
ruin,
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The workers labored faithfully, Over them to direct them
were Jahath and Obadiah, Levites descended from Merari,

and Zechariah and Meshullam, descended from Kohath, The
Levites - all who were skilled in playing musical instruments -

I5e & BRSPS BE 34 994 E A5l
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had charge of the laborers and supervised all the workers from

job to job, Some of the Levites were secretaries, scribes and
gatekeepers,
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I will weep and wail for the mountains and take up a lament
concerning the wilderness grasslands, They are desolate and

untraveled, and the lowing of cattle is not heard, The birds
have all fled and the animals are gone,
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“I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, a haunt of jackals; and
I will lay waste the towns of Judah so no one can live there,”
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Who is wise enough to understand this? Who has been

instructed by the LORD and can explain it? Why has the land
been ruined and laid waste like a desert that no one can cross?
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The LORD said, “It is because they have forsaken my law, which
I set before them; they have not obeyed me or followed my law,
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Instead, they have followed the stubbornness of their hearts;
they have followed the Baals, as their ancestors taught them,”
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Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel,

says: “See, I will make this people eat bitter food and drink
poisoned water,
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I will scatter them among nations that neither they nor their
ancestors have known, and I will pursue them with the sword
until I have made an end of them.”
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This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Consider now! Call for
the wailing women to come; send for the most skillful of them.,
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Let them come quickly and wail over us till our eyes overflow
with tears and water streams from our eyelids,
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The sound of wailing is heard from Zion: ‘How ruined we are!

How great is our shame! We must leave our land because our
houses are in ruins,”
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Now, you women, hear the word of the LORD; open your ears

to the words of his mouth, Teach your daughters how to wail;
teach one another a lament,
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Death has climbed in through our windows and has entered

our fortresses; it has removed the children from the streets and
the young men from the public squares,
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Say, “This is what the LORD declares: “ ‘Dead bodies will lie

like dung on the open field, like cut grain behind the reaper,
with no one to gather them.””
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This is what the LORD says: “Let not the wise boast of their

wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast
of their riches,
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but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the
understanding to know me, that I am the LORD, who exercises

kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I
delight,” declares the LORD,
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“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will punish
all who are circumcised only in the flesh -
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Egypt, Judah, Edom, Ammon, Moab and all who live in the
wilderness in distant places, For all these nations are really

uncircumcised, and even the whole house of Israel is
uncircumcised in heart,”
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Hear what the LORD says to you, people of Israel.
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This is what the LORD says: “Do not learn the ways of the

nations or be terrified by signs in the heavens, though the
nations are terrified by them,
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For the practices of the peoples are worthless; they cut a tree
out of the forest, and a craftsman shapes it with his chisel,
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They adorn it with silver and gold; they fasten it with hammer
and nails so it will not totter,
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Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field, their idols cannot speak;

they must be carried because they cannot walk, Do not fear
them; they can do no harm nor can they do any good.”
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No one is like you, LORD; you are great, and your name is
mighty in power,
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Who should not fear you, King of the nations? This is your

due. Among all the wise leaders of the nations and in all their
kingdoms, there is no one like you,
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They are all senseless and foolish; they are taught by worthless
wooden idols,
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Hammered silver is brought from Tarshish and gold from

Uphaz, What the craftsman and goldsmith have made is then
dressed in blue and purple - all made by skilled workers,
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But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal

King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot
endure his wrath,
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“Tell them this: ‘These gods, who did not make the heavens

and the earth, will perish from the earth and from under the
heavens,”
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But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world

by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his
understanding.
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When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes

clouds rise from the ends of the earth. He sends lightning with
the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses.
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Everyone is senseless and without knowledge; every goldsmith

is shamed by his idols, The images he makes are a fraud; they
have no breath in them,
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They are worthless, the objects of mockery; when their
judgment comes, they will perish.
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He who is the Portion of Jacob is not like these, for he is the

Maker of all things, including Israel, the people of his
inheritance - the LORD Almighty is his name,




Olal | ZHIxIol ololS A2tsto] 2ase M| 2o BAIC

1. 0{5018t0] & SH-HLORILIKI-1).

SHLRIA C10] mpg o] 2ebelol ] Azl Hlebd Ae 0 SRS 7]t Aol
U o] A QoA SHPIAAE AL WSl shhdA 2 Sobeett=

B ATk B0 Fshs Shbde] B e WA olge] $43 e A olsk 5t
Zolw, ol ARFER0] SHse] J2E FHASAE B, o] SAFS Sulsh o)

S, $452 FelgIshA) ohIshs AAUTHR-53). o %] SHEL 1A oY) PE
F49 Wolv], Alge] £02 THE Ztel £ Ik T3 s it Bt 2 AS
© 2 SHPIA RHEA 122 Wolm(E:), o] ARES Aol ofdl B Ao
T A B3 AR £0 2 WHE FoEY EYUTRE). oI5 tEge 949

7 28 BB, S A0 HBAGIROY, 2 Sl go 4
o ALl shpdo RE AZEE 7hetolr g 2ol B2 shd g 5ol 71 o]

2. BHE0| T2 SHLIEM ABLICHI2~16).

felnlobt W0 2 o] B WAL AR AAE AR BHE s BAM St
98 BFFICHI2), RE HEFF0] Shbde] B ofefe] 2F5m ShpdAM AS-A

Ke)e) AH9le) Mg me} 8

7 ohfehm AxR SALS U
AAR A2 I
S B4 gk Aol
), 2t

1UTH134). 12y 24 AbTto] of2|Aof shubd & 4171
1 A5 AU ofFA Al $-Estal vl sto]
S koM ARS daksHT(44). 3= 7t

o] whofli= B S grolg AYUTH(5
E2, HEZ o] 22tdS ElstAlo] Mo & 4o
A71A 5171 LAY oA o] Azk<lo] st
H, H| S A5 T b7l & &9 Z9ld
offoll thA] shbd el Hl/d He 2l 5d AdU

jines
1

(1t
E_gg‘f‘
RN
[

(T,
tlo

% 2 g
lo

_O‘L
i
aC
E

i)
%
rlo
>
o
il
ol
2
_‘_O'_l
ok
1o

].

floyy
o
R
fd
o
i
ol
rg
mlo

fo
>
o
v
ol
10

11 AN
el

30
)
rd
Q‘L
=
ol
10
l‘ 2
0
n)v i

],

ro
g
Mo
10
02
Ul
|'|II
]
_O'E
_o'E
r=
_0,_
_E
=
>
Ho
o
2
~
o
o =

2. J2|AEQI0| & 4= = A2 2 siLige| 2 LT 255 S SS217| +12 2219
542 F0(1, of~HE = BE oM Al 28Q] &S ALEEFAICE

128



L5 EH MY S22

k)

SHY7| | or3o ofg2 TES TABIH MEH B2 WSS Ho| ZAICE

7| | A 20| £FGH 2 ZHIEIAICE RS EMT | A|HOE J|EalE SELICE

A 47:6~9 ° A2 SILIES THSI01EE A= £HFSI012) A2 R2[9] 2 £Hsl0fat A2 £Hfsto]
2t 7SiLiE2 2 GOl Z0|A|H, HYS LIsto] £efsofet SsiLie2 = '—fEf— CtAZ|= ZH0[AILE. 5t
Ligol 2o St E2tofl o). ° 2 Wy SXIXS0| ot=2tatol sHteol Wlgo| =[] T &
SQICH Lo ZYE2 25 T £5IATE St 2 XIESHAILE

Lo=2 T T a3

o
_'
O
N
H
O
In
Rl
O
Mo
ofn
O
[
oY
et
ik
>
e
O
A
e
O
o
0
B
0t
2t
O

129



A ths} 34:14~28

ey esel#4 200 PN Q@8 1 2
- U402
14 F27h ofzote] ol AEd =2 7d wol] A 7)ok

15

16

17

7k AL A olEske] gl Wiskn
While they were bringing out the money that had been taken

into the temple of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book
of the Law of the LORD that had been given through Moses,
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Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, ‘I have found the Book
of the Law in the temple of the LORD,” He gave it to Shaphan,
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Then Shaphan took the book to the king and reported to him:

“Your officials are doing everything that has been committed
to them,
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They have paid out the money that was in the temple of the
LORD and have entrusted it to the supervisors and workers,”
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Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the
priest has given me a book,” And Shaphan read from it in the
presence of the king,
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When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his robes,
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He gave these orders to Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan,
Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the
king’s attendant:
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“Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the remnant in
Israel and Judah about what is written in this book that has
been found, Great is the LORD’s anger that is poured out on
us because those who have gone before us have not kept the

word of the LORD; they have not acted in accordance with all
that is written in this book.”
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Hilkiah and those the king had sent with him went to speak
to the prophet Huldah, who was the wife of Shallum son of

Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe, She lived
in Jerusalem, in the New Quarter,
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She said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: Tell the man who sent you to me,
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“This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on

this place and its people - all the curses written in the book
that has been read in the presence of the king of Judah.
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Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to other
gods and aroused my anger by all that their hands have made,

my anger will be poured out on this place and will not be
quenched
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Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD,

‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the
words you heard:
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Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself
before God when you heard what he spoke against this place
and its people, and because you humbled yourself before me

and tore your robes and wept in my presence, 1 have heard
you, declares the LORD,

aHBE R W7t vliAl Yol 22dElAl Eol7bA %’ts] BA
2 Eo7H stely Wizt o] 3534 1 FRIoA Yl BE
ANGE U7t o2 WA Fatelet =zt olel ARIE
o] ol Hugsirie}

Now I will gather you to your ancestors, and you will be buried
in peace, Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to

bring on this place and on those who live here ” So they took
her answer back to the king,
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Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and
Jerusalem,
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He went up to the temple of the LORD with the people of
Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites
- all the people from the least to the greatest, He read in their
hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had
been found in the temple of the LORD,
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The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in the
presence of the LORD - to follow the LORD and keep his
commands, statutes and decrees with all his heart and all his

soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this
book,
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Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge

themselves to it; the people of Jerusalem did this in accordance
with the covenant of God, the God of their ancestors,
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Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the territory
belonging to the Israelites, and he had all who were present in

Israel serve the LORD their God, As long as he lived, they did
not fail to follow the LORD, the God of their ancestors,
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Josiah celebrated the Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem, and

the Passover lamb was slaughtered on the fourteenth day of
the first month,
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He appointed the priests to their duties and encouraged them
in the service of the LORD’s temple.
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He said to the Levites, who instructed all Israel and who had
been consecrated to the LORD: “Put the sacred ark in the
temple that Solomon son of David king of Israel built, It is not

to be carried about on your shoulders, Now serve the LORD
your God and his people Israel,
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Prepare yourselves by families in your divisions, according to

the instructions written by David king of Israel and by his son
Solomon,
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“Stand in the holy place with a group of Levites for each

subdivision of the families of your fellow Israelites, the lay
people,
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Slaughter the Passover lambs, consecrate yourselves and

prepare the lambs for your fellow Israelites, doing what the
LORD commanded through Moses.”
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Josiah provided for all the lay people who were there a total
of thirty thousand lambs and goats for the Passover offerings,

and also three thousand cattle - all from the king’s own
possessions,
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His officials also contributed voluntarily to the people and the
priests and Levites, Hilkiah, Zechariah and Jehiel, the officials

in charge of God’s temple, gave the priests twenty-six hundred
Passover offerings and three hundred cattle,

= 29] Al Se] $Felels 2 muhte} o) 9] 2njob
&} =opdls} g shapukel ofo]dla} QARES- oF @ A nizle}
T4 ol ulElE El$] AREEO £-948 AEE T}
Also Konaniah along with Shemaiah and Nethanel, his
brothers, and Hashabiah, Jeiel and Jozabad, the leaders of the

Levites, provided five thousand Passover offerings and five
hundred head of cattle for the Levites,
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The service was arranged and the priests stood in their places
with the Levites in their divisions as the king had ordered,
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The Passover lambs were slaughtered, and the priests splashed

against the altar the blood handed to them, while the Levites
skinned the animals.
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They set aside the burnt offerings to give them to the
subdivisions of the families of the people to offer to the LORD,

as it is written in the Book of Moses, They did the same with
the cattle,
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They roasted the Passover animals over the fire as prescribed,

and boiled the holy offerings in pots, caldrons and pans and
served them quickly to all the people.
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After this, they made preparations for themselves and for the
priests, because the priests, the descendants of Aaron, were
sacrificing the burnt offerings and the fat portions until
nightfall, So the Levites made preparations for themselves and
for the Aaronic priests,
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The musicians, the descendants of Asaph, were in the places
prescribed by David, Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun the king’s
seer, The gatekeepers at each gate did not need to leave their

posts, because their fellow Levites made the preparations for
them,
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So at that time the entire service of the LORD was carried out

for the celebration of the Passover and the offering of burnt
offerings on the altar of the LORD, as King Josiah had ordered,
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The Israelites who were present celebrated the Passover at that

time and observed the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven
days,
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The Passover had not been observed like this in Israel since the
days of the prophet Samuel; and none of the kings of Israel had
ever celebrated such a Passover as did Josiah, with the priests,

the Levites and all Judah and Israel who were there with the
people of Jerusalem,
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This Passover was celebrated in the eighteenth year of Josiah’s
reign.
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After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order, Necho

king of Egypt went up to fight at Carchemish on the Euphrates,
and Josiah marched out to meet him in battle,
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But Necho sent messengers to him, saying, “What quarrel is
there, king of Judah, between you and me? It is not you I am
attacking at this time, but the house with which I am at war,

God has told me to hurry; so stop opposing God, who is with
me, or he will destroy you,”
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Josiah, however, would not turn away from him, but disguised
himself to engage him in battle, He would not listen to what

Necho had said at God’s command but went to fight him on
the plain of Megiddo.
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Archers shot King Josiah, and he told his officers, “Take me
away; I am badly wounded,”

1 Felso] 25 W7ol wziAl slar 12 v 7ol
A AT o Foll 7} Fov T19] 2Ee] Bk
AR} & ot ol A1 AgHE o] RAlokE ol
So they took him out of his chariot, put him in his other chariot
and brought him to Jerusalem, where he died. He was buried

in the tombs of his ancestors, and all Judah and Jerusalem
mourned for him,
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Jeremiah composed laments for Josiah, and to this day all the
male and female singers commemorate Josiah in the laments,

These became a tradition in Israel and are written in the
Laments,
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The other events of Josiah's reign and his acts of devotion in
accordance with what is written in the Law of the LORD -
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all the events, from beginning to end, are written in the book
of the kings of Israel and Judah,
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Gather up your belongings to leave the land, you who live
under siege.
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For this is what the LORD says: ‘At this time I will hurl out

those who live in this land; I will bring distress on them so that
they may be captured.”
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Woe to me because of my injury! My wound is incurable! Yet I
said to myself, “This is my sickness, and I must endure it,”
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My tent is destroyed; all its ropes are snapped, My children are

gone from me and are no more; no one is left now to pitch my
tent or to set up my shelter,
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The shepherds are senseless and do not inquire of the LORD;
so they do not prosper and all their flock is scattered,
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Listen! The report is coming - a great commotion from the

land of the north! It will make the towns of Judah desolate, a
haunt of jackals,
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LORD, I know that people’s lives are not their own; it is not for
them to direct their steps,

o1z sho] b2 PAAstEAlE o] shAla Al 4]
whg2A] 7 UL glolA7 a7k Felstahtelct
Discipline me, LORD, but only in due measure - not in your
anger, or you will reduce me to nothing,
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Pour out your wrath on the nations that do not acknowledge
you, on the peoples who do not call on your name. For they

have devoured Jacob; they have devoured him completely and
destroyed his homeland,
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This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:
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“Listen to the terms of this covenant and tell them to the people
of Judah and to those who live in Jerusalem,
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Tell them that this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says:

‘Cursed is the one who does not obey the terms of this
covenant -
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the terms I commanded your ancestors when I brought them
out of Egypt, out of the iron-smelting furnace,’ I said, ‘Obey

me and do everything I command you, and you will be my
people, and I will be your God,
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Then I will fulfill the oath I swore to your ancestors, to give

them a land flowing with milk and honey’ - the land you
possess today,” I answered, “Amen, LORD,”
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The LORD said to me, “Proclaim all these words in the towns

of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: ‘Listen to the terms of
this covenant and follow them.,
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From the time I brought your ancestors up from Egypt until
today, I warned them again and again, saying, “Obey me,”
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But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed
the stubbornness of their evil hearts. So I brought on them all

the curses of the covenant I had commanded them to follow
but that they did not keep, ”
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Then the LORD said to me, “There is a conspiracy among the
people of Judah and those who live in Jerusalem,
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They have returned to the sins of their ancestors, who refused
to listen to my words, They have followed other gods to serve

them, Both Israel and Judah have broken the covenant I made
with their ancestors,
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Therefore this is what the LORD says: T will bring on them a

disaster they cannot escape, Although they cry out to me, I will
not listen to them.,
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The towns of Judah and the people of Jerusalem will go and

cry out to the gods to whom they burn incense, but they will
not help them at all when disaster strikes,
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You, Judah, have as many gods as you have towns; and the

altars you have set up to burn incense to that shameful god
Baal are as many as the streets of Jerusalem,

JE R Ye o] MAE 918ty ZkskA] Bt 25S flst
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“Do not pray for this people or offer any plea or petition for
them, because I will not listen when they call to me in the time
of their distress,
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“What is my beloved doing in my temple as she, with many

others, works out her evil schemes? Can consecrated meat

avert your punishment? When you engage in your wickedness,
then you rejoice.”
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The LORD called you a thriving olive tree with fruit beautiful in
form, But with the roar of a mighty storm he will set it on fire,
and its branches will be broken.,
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The LORD Almighty, who planted you, has decreed disaster

for you, because the people of both Israel and Judah have
done evil and aroused my anger by burning incense to Baal,
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And the people of the land took Jehoahaz son of Josiah and
made him king in Jerusalem in place of his father,
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Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king,
and he reigned in Jerusalem three months,
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The king of Egypt dethroned him in Jerusalem and imposed

on Judah a levy of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of
gold,
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The king of Egypt made Eliakim, a brother of Jehoahaz, king
over Judah and Jerusalem and changed Eliakim’s name to

Jehoiakim, But Necho took Eliakim's brother Jehoahaz and
carried him off to Egypt.
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Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king,

and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years, He did evil in the
eyes of the LORD his God,
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Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon attacked him and bound him
with bronze shackles to take him to Babylon,
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Nebuchadnezzar also took to Babylon articles from the temple
of the LORD and put them in his temple there,

ofZoR7IS] ke AP 17} A E F1EG A5 1)
7 AR ofgfo] o|Aztdy} frh A7l ZISEU 2
o] ob5 ofzolzle] Tjlsle] ol Euie

The other events of Jehoiakim'’s reign, the detestable things he
did and all that was found against him, are written in the book

of the kings of Israel and Judah, And Jehoiachin his son
succeeded him as king,

171



27

ol

——

9

10

ofzo}710] 1ol 2.2 ol o)z} & A} ol FAtolA
A 8F 5 thxe|r of5.9) Bl oF5 stgiriet
Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and

he reigned in Jerusalem three months and ten days, He did
evil in the eyes of the LORD,
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In the spring, King Nebuchadnezzar sent for him and brought
him to Babylon, together with articles of value from the temple

of the LORD, and he made Jehoiachin’s uncle, Zedekiah, king
over Judah and Jerusalem,
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Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king,
and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years,
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He did evil in the eyes of the LORD his God and did not

humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke the
word of the LORD,
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He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made
him take an oath in God’s name, He became stiff-necked and
hardened his heart and would not turn to the LORD, the God
of Israel,
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Furthermore, all the leaders of the priests and the people
became more and more unfaithful, following all the detestable
practices of the nations and defiling the temple of the LORD,
which he had consecrated in Jerusalem,
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The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent word to them

through his messengers again and again, because he had pity
on his people and on his dwelling place,
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But they mocked God’s messengers, despised his words

and scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of the LORD was
aroused against his people and there was no remedy.
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He brought up against them the king of the Babylonians, who
killed their young men with the sword in the sanctuary, and

did not spare young men or young women, the elderly or the
infirm. God gave them all into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar,
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He carried to Babylon all the articles from the temple of God,

both large and small, and the treasures of the LORD's temple
and the treasures of the king and his officials,
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They set fire to God’s temple and broke down the wall of

Jerusalem; they burned all the palaces and destroyed
everything of value there,
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He carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who escaped

from the sword, and they became servants to him and his
successors until the kingdom of Persia came to power,
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The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the time of its desolation

it rested, until the seventy years were completed in fulfillment
of the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah,
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In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the
word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved

the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation
throughout his realm and also to put it in writing:

[l

HpAL & g7} ojzto] Wakey shse] Al oSN Al
& =2 WA FAAL YollA| iEsto] it ol 7=l A
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“This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: “ “The LORD, the God
of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he
has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in

Judah. Any of his people among you may go up, and may the
LORD their God be with them.””
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