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In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the
word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the
heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout

his realm and also to put it in writing:
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“This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: “The LORD, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has
appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah,
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o Aot Ao 2 S ol2elale] sh ol
ofe] RS sl I ol Fadel ALl shbdolAet
Any of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah
and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God

who is in Jerusalem, and may their God be with them,
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And in any locality where survivors may now be living, the
people are to provide them with silver and gold, with goods

and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God
in Jerusalem,”
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Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests

and Levites - everyone whose heart God had moved - prepared
to go up and build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem,
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All their neighbors assisted them with articles of silver and

gold, with goods and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in
addition to all the freewill offerings,
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Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the

temple of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away
from Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of his god.
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Cyrus king of Persia had them brought by Mithredath the

treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince
of Judah,
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This was the inventory: gold dishes 30 silver dishes 1,000 silver
pans 29
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gold bowls 30 matching silver bowls 410 other articles 1,000
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In all, there were 5,400 articles of gold and of silver,

Sheshbazzar brought all these along with the exiles when they
came up from Babylon to Jerusalem,
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Now these are the people of the province who came up from
the captivity of the exiles, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon had taken captive to Babylon (they returned to
Jerusalem and Judah, each to their own town,
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in company with Zerubbabel, Joshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah,

Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum and
Baanah): The list of the men of the people of Israel:
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The priests: the descendants of Jedaiah (through the family of
Jeshua) 973

37 9 A<so] Aol Holg

of Immer 1,052
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of Pashhur 1,247

39 318 Ao AR "ol

of Harim 1,017
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The Levites: the descendants of Jeshua and Kadmiel (of the
line of Hodaviah) 74
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The musicians: the descendants of Asaph 128
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The gatekeepers of the temple: the descendants of Shallum,
Ater, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita and Shobai 139
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The temple servants: the descendants of Ziha, Hasupha,
Tabbaoth,
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Keros, Siaha, Padon,
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Lebanah, Hagabah, Akkub,
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Hagab, Shalmai, Hanan,

47 2 A3t 7k At 2otof A=t
Giddel, Gahar, Reaiah,
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Rezin, Nekoda, Gazzam,
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Uzza, Paseah, Besai,
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Asnah, Meunim, Nephusim,

51 uhs A sl AL S AT

Bakbuk, Hakupha, Harhur,

52 il At maleh A} sl Az
Bazluth, Mehida, Harsha,
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Barkos, Sisera, Temah,
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Neziah and Hatipha

Ul
Ul

S| Aete] AL 2v) At samEl e ue
o} ARz

The descendants of the servants of Solomon: the descendants
of Sotai, Hassophereth, Peruda,
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Jaala, Darkon, Giddel,
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Shephatiah, Hattil, Pokereth-Hazzebaim and Ami
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The temple servants and the descendants of the servants of
Solomon 392
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“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make

a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people
of Judah,

o] Aok W7t 250 23S &5 FaL ol BellM =
Shof Ul ol e ZAsk 24 opfa ZLe U} 150
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It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt,

because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to
them,” declares the LORD,
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“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after
that time,” declares the LORD, “T will put my law in their minds

and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will
be my people,
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No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another,
‘Know the LORD, because they will all know me, from the least

of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD, “For I will forgive their
wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

o E 97N ols} o] Wgak e} T slE vhe] Hlo.
2 340 9 S-S e o = At wrE HES
o] 2 k= 2e)A] SR T19] olg-e whe] elzshie)
This is what the LORD says, he who appoints the sun to shine
by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by night,

who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar - the LORD
Almighty is his name:
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“Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,” declares the
LORD, “will Israel ever cease being a nation before me.”
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This is what the LORD says: “Only if the heavens above can be
measured and the foundations of the earth below be searched

out will I reject all the descendants of Israel because of all they
have done,” declares the LORD,
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“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when this city will
be rebuilt for me from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate,
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The measuring line will stretch from there straight to the hill of
Gareb and then turn to Goah
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The whole valley where dead bodies and ashes are thrown,
and all the terraces out to the Kidron Valley on the east as far

as the corner of the Horse Gate, will be holy to the LORD, The
city will never again be uprooted or demolished,”
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This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the

tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the
eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar,
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The army of the king of Babylon was then besieging Jerusalem,

and Jeremiah the prophet was confined in the courtyard of the
guard in the royal palace of Judah,
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Now Zedekiah king of Judah had imprisoned him there,
saying, “Why do you prophesy as you do? You say, ‘This is
what the LORD says: I am about to give this city into the hands
of the king of Babylon, and he will capture it, Zedekiah king
of Judah will not escape the Babylonians but will certainly be
given into the hands of the king of Babylon, and will speak
with him face to face and see him with his own eyes. He will
take Zedekiah to Babylon, where he will remain until I deal

with him, declares the LORD, If you fight against the
Babylonians, you will not succeed.”
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Jeremiah said, “The word of the LORD came to me:

Bep U] %2 Akge] obS shupulo] Ul 9] wablE
© ohxel Sl Wl &S Al o] 719 5 Al7H Al
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Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle is going to come to you

and say, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative
it is your right and duty to buy it;
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“Then, just as the LORD had said, my cousin Hanamel came
to me in the courtyard of the guard and said, ‘Buy my field at
Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin, Since it is your right to

redeem it and possess it, buy it for yourself “I knew that this
was the word of the LORD;

ol 430] o} S shpue] ofubEel gl e ARt & 4]
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so I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and
weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver,
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I signed and sealed the deed, had it witnessed, and weighed
out the silver on the scales,
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I took the deed of purchase - the sealed copy containing the
terms and conditions, as well as the unsealed copy -
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and I gave this deed to Baruch son of Neriah, the son of
Mabhseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel and of the

witnesses who had signed the deed and of all the Jews sitting
in the courtyard of the guard,
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“In their presence I gave Baruch these instructions:
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“This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Take
these documents, both the sealed and unsealed copies of the

deed of purchase, and put them in a clay jar so they will last
a long time,

wHz] o5} olwhale] ShbdAA olsh o Wil
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For this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says:
Houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought in this land
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“After I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch son of
Neriah, I prayed to the LORD:

SE T Aot} F ofseto] FAX Z 58I 34l 2 A
£ Ao Y FoAle & 4 gl Yol fleyo ot
“Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the

earth by your great power and outstretched arm, Nothing is
too hard for you,

FE 23lg ARSIl WA ofuiAle] Hobs 1 T
o Fol ZoA QY A1 5 oAl shbdolAg o FL
ghze] oz shAlolct

You show love to thousands but bring the punishment for the

parents' sins into the laps of their children after them, Great
and mighty God, whose name is the LORD Almighty,

S Aol 219 BAIE ol SalAIE Qs BE A8
250 19] 723 19] @9le] )2 BgSHAIolch
great are your purposes and mighty are your deeds. Your eyes

are open to the ways of all mankind; you reward each person
according to their conduct and as their deeds deserve,
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You performed signs and wonders in Egypt and have

continued them to this day, in Israel and among all mankind,
and have gained the renown that is still yours,
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You brought your people Israel out of Egypt with signs and

wonders, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with
great terror,

TS A FAPIZ T 230l AlstA vt 33t Eol 5
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You gave them this land you had sworn to give their ancestors,
a land flowing with milk and honey,
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2 o fale o] &l WaiA] ofistn] 72 i 3
sfel weatal Ae el ollstglon e A o] me
A& 2= Heldvoltt

They came in and took possession of it, but they did not obey

you or follow your law; they did not do what you commanded
them to do, So you brought all this disaster on them,
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“See how the siege ramps are built up to take the city, Because
of the sword, famine and plague, the city will be given into the

hands of the Babylonians who are attacking it, What you said
has happened, as you now see,

T ofzole] FAM UAl 2o g A F90E Mgt
s ou o] A4S Ztfjolgle] &l |14 vl Hutoltt
And though the city will be given into the hands of the

Babylonians, you, Sovereign LORD, say to me, ‘Buy the field
with silver and have the transaction witnessed,”
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Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah:
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“T am the LORD, the God of all mankind, Is anything too hard
for me?
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Therefore this is what the LORD says: I am about to give this

city into the hands of the Babylonians and to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, who will capture it,
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The Babylonians who are attacking this city will come in and
set it on fire; they will burn it down, along with the houses

where the people aroused my anger by burning incense on the
roofs to Baal and by pouring out drink offerings to other gods,
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“The people of Israel and Judah have done nothing but evil in
my sight from their youth; indeed, the people of Israel have

done nothing but arouse my anger with what their hands have
made, declares the LORD,
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From the day it was built until now;, this city has so aroused my
anger and wrath that I must remove it from my sight,
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The people of Israel and Judah have provoked me by all the
evil they have done - they, their kings and officials, their

priests and prophets, the people of Judah and those living in
Jerusalem,
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They turned their backs to me and not their faces; though I

taught them again and again, they would not listen or respond
to discipline.
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They set up their vile images in the house that bears my Name
and defiled it,
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They built high places for Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom
to sacrifice their sons and daughters to Molek, though I never

commanded - nor did it enter my mind - that they should do
such a detestable thing and so make Judah sin,
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The following came up from the towns of Tel Melah, Tel

Harsha, Kerub, Addon and Immer, but they could not show
that their families were descended from Israel:
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The descendants of Delaiah, Tobiah and Nekoda 652

61 ARV Folle Shifol A3t Shans A<} whez o) 2
oY vl ek Aeck A vizdehel % Fo & Age
o= Ak vk e)e] o] 5L ke A}

And from among the priests: The descendants of Hobaiah,

Hakkoz and Barzillai (@ man who had married a daughter of
Barzillai the Gileadite and was called by that name),

62 o] Al EE Al Folli 27| o] FE Fhokie A Keje g
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These searched for their family records, but they could not find
them and so were excluded from the priesthood as unclean.
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The governor ordered them not to eat any of the most sacred
food until there was a priest ministering with the Urim and
Thummim.
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The whole company numbered 42,360,
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besides their 7,337 male and female slaves; and they also had
200 male and female singers,
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They had 736 horses, 245 mules,
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435 camels and 6,720 donkeys,
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When they arrived at the house of the LORD in Jerusalem,
some of the heads of the families gave freewill offerings
toward the rebuilding of the house of God on its site,
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According to their ability they gave to the treasury for this

work 61,000 darics of gold, 5000 minas of silver and 100 priestly
garments,
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The priests, the Levites, the musicians, the gatekeepers and the
temple servants settled in their own towns, along with some of

the other people, and the rest of the Israelites settled in their
towns,
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When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled

in their towns, the people assembled together as one in Jeru-
salem,
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Then Joshua son of Jozadak and his fellow priests and
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his associates began to
build the altar of the God of Israel to sacrifice burnt

offerings on it, in accordance with what is written in the
Law of Moses the man of God.

Feph RE e WS Feigistel ARk T Elol Algw
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Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built the

altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the
LORD, both the morning and evening sacrifices,
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Then in accordance with what is written, they celebrated the

Festival of Tabernacles with the required number of burnt
offerings prescribed for each day,
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After that, they presented the regular burnt offerings, the New
Moon sacrifices and the sacrifices for all the appointed sacred
festivals of the LORD, as well as those brought as freewill
offerings to the LORD,
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On the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt

offerings to the LORD, though the foundation of the LORD's
temple had not yet been laid,
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Then they gave money to the masons and carpenters, and gave
food and drink and olive ail to the people of Sidon and Tyre,
so that they would bring cedar logs by sea from Lebanon to
Joppa, as authorized by Cyrus king of Persia,
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In the second month of the second year after their arrival at
the house of God in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
Joshua son of Jozadak and the rest of the people (the priests
and the Levites and all who had returned from the captivity to
Jerusalem) began the work, They appointed Levites twenty
years old and older to supervise the building of the house of
the LORD,
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Joshua and his sons and brothers and Kadmiel and his sons
(descendants of Hodaviah) and the sons of Henadad and their

sons and brothers - all Levites - joined together in supervising
those working on the house of God,
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When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the
LORD, the priests in their vestments and with trumpets, and
the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places
to praise the LORD, as prescribed by David king of Israel.
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With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: “He is
good; his love toward Israel endures forever,” And all the

people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid,
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But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads,
who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw

the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others
shouted for joy,
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No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from

the sound of weeping, because the people made so much
noise, And the sound was heard far away.
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When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the
exiles were building a temple for the LORD, the God of Israel,
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they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of the families and
said, “Let us help you build because, like you, we seek your

God and have been sacrificing to him since the time of
Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here,”
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But Zerubbabel, Joshua and the rest of the heads of the
families of Israel answered, “You have no part with us in
building a temple to our God, We alone will build it for the

LORD, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia,
commanded us.”
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Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people
of Judah and make them afraid to go on building,
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They bribed officials to work against them and frustrate their

plans during the entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia and down
to the reign of Darius king of Persia,
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At the beginning of the reign of Xerxes, they lodged an
accusation against the people of Judah and Jerusalem,
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And in the days of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Bishlam,
Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his associates wrote a letter

to Artaxerxes. The letter was written in Aramaic script and in
the Aramaic language.
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Rehum the commanding officer and Shimshai the secretary
wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king as follows:
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Rehum the commanding officer and Shimshai the secretary;,
together with the rest of their associates - the judges, officials

and administrators over the people from Persia, Uruk and
Babylon, the Elamites of Susa,

2yl W 2 £ @ 2uto] Aulelo) Ak friel
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and the other people whom the great and honorable

Ashurbanipal deported and settled in the city of Samaria and
elsewhere in Trans-Euphrates,
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(This is a copy of the letter they sent him,) To King Artaxerxes,
From your servants in Trans-Euphrates:
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The king should know that the people who came up to us from
you have gone to Jerusalem and are rebuilding that rebellious

and wicked city, They are restoring the walls and repairing the
foundations.
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Furthermore, the king should know that if this city is built and

its walls are restored, no more taxes, tribute or duty will be
paid, and eventually the royal revenues will suffer,
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Now since we are under obligation to the palace and it is not

proper for us to see the king dishonored, we are sending this
message to inform the king,
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so that a search may be made in the archives of your predecessors,
In these records you will find that this city is a rebellious city,

troublesome to kings and provinces, a place with a long history
of sedition, That is why this city was destroyed,
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We inform the king that if this city is built and its walls are
restored, you will be left with nothing in Trans-Euphrates.
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The king sent this reply: To Rehum the commanding officer,

Shimshai the secretary and the rest of their associates living in
Samaria and elsewhere in Trans-Euphrates: Greetings.
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The letter you sent us has been read and translated in my
presence,
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I issued an order and a search was made, and it was found that

this city has a long history of revolt against kings and has been
a place of rebellion and sedition.
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Jerusalem has had powerful kings ruling over the whole of

Trans-Euphrates, and taxes, tribute and duty were paid to
them,
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Now issue an order to these men to stop work, so that this city
will not be rebuilt until I so order.
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Be careful not to neglect this matter, Why let this threat grow,
to the detriment of the royal interests?

80



23

24

OFFARITE o] A o] EFI A7 e} 119 &
B ghollM gEEm] I250] AT e 2 53] 7hA foh A
HES B dgo g AAste] 2 gAE IAA sty

As soon as the copy of the letter of King Artaxerxes was read
to Rehum and Shimshai the secretary and their associates, they

went immediately to the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled
them by force to stop,
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Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a

standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius king of
Persia,
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“You are saying about this city, By the sword, famine and

plague it will be given into the hands of the king of Babylon;
but this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says:
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I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish

them in my furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them
back to this place and let them live in safety,

52 W WAdo] HAAL v 259 shido] 2 Aol

They will be my people, and I will be their God,

W7t TEA g ukEt @ 2S Fol APESH A FE
o] & sfstol P4 1+E Helshl shu
[ will give them singleness of heart and action, so that they will

always fear me and that all will then go well for them and for
their children after them,
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I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop

doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so that
they will never turn away from me,
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I will rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant them
in this land with all my heart and soul,
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“This is what the LORD says: As I have brought all this great
calamity on this people, so I will give them all the prosperity I
have promised them,
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Once more fields will be bought in this land of which you say,
It is a desolate waste, without people or animals, for it has
been given into the hands of the Babylonians’
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Fields will be bought for silver, and deeds will be signed, sealed
and witnessed in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around
Jerusalem, in the towns of Judah and in the towns of the hill

country, of the western foothills and of the Negev, because 1
will restore their fortunes, declares the LORD,”

dgalobrt o} Al Sl 28 glS wiel]l ofgote] T
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While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the
guard, the word of the LORD came to him a second time:
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“This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the
LORD who formed it and established it - the LORD is his name:
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‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and
unsearchable things you do not know,

86



ol2tele] shbd olzshA WgshAet Pt of 4
#9) 74334 feh 93-S FolAl Arfolele] ¥} 72 of
3ol

For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says about the
houses in this city and the royal palaces of Judah that have

been torn down to be used against the siege ramps and the
sword
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in the fight with the Babylonians: ‘They will be filled with the

dead bodies of the people I will slay in my anger and wrath, I
will hide my face from this city because of all its wickedness,
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“Nevertheless, I will bring health and healing to it; I will heal

my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and
security,

W7t froke] 29} o] Agtdle] XRE Fole A sto] a5
= A5 2ol Al ZlolH

I will bring Judah and Israel back from captivity and will
rebuild them as they were before,
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I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed against
me and will forgive all their sins of rebellion against me,
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Then this city will bring me renown, joy, praise and honor

before all nations on earth that hear of all the good things I do

for it; and they will be in awe and will tremble at the abundant
prosperity and peace 1 provide for it,
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“This is what the LORD says: ‘You say about this place, “It
is a desolate waste, without people or animals,” Yet in the
towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are
deserted, inhabited by neither people nor animals, there
will be heard once more the sounds of joy and gladness,
the voices of bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those
who bring thank offerings to the house of the LORD,
saying, “Give thanks to the LORD Almighty, for the LORD

is good; his love endures forever,” For I will restore the
fortunes of the land as they were before, says the LORD,
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“This is what the LORD Almighty says: In this place, desolate

and without people or animals - in all its towns there will again
be pastures for shepherds to rest their flocks,
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In the towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of
the Negev, in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around

Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, flocks will again pass
under the hand of the one who counts them, says the LORD,
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“

The days are coming, declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill
the good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah,

2 2 ol W7t gl jE ol 28 7EAI7F Al 5t
el 217} of ol Aelot Bl e Holeh
“In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch

sprout from David's line; he will do what is just and right in
the land,
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In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in

safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD
Our Righteous Savior,
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For this is what the LORD says: ‘David will never fail to have a
man to sit on the throne of Israel,
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nor will the Levitical priests ever fail to have a man to stand

before me continually to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain
offerings and to present sacrifices,”
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The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah:
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“This is what the LORD says: ‘If you can break my covenant

with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day and
night no longer come at their appointed time,

W F oHSLellAl Al vke] Aok 7l oj[A] 219 Al
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then my covenant with David my servant - and my covenant
with the Levites who are priests ministering before me - can

be broken and David will no longer have a descendant to reign
on his throne,

shsel wge A 5 glow witke) Bl S & gl
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I will make the descendants of David my servant and the

Levites who minister before me as countless as the stars in the
sky and as measureless as the sand on the seashore,”
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The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah:
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“Have you not noticed that these people are saying, ‘The LORD

has rejected the two kingdoms he chose’? So they despise my
people and no longer regard them as a nation,

AT AN o]o} o] TetAUR} W7} Fofel B dof
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This is what the LORD says: Tf I have not made my covenant

with day and night and established the laws of heaven and
earth,
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then I will reject the descendants of Jacob and David my
servant and will not choose one of his sons to rule over the

descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, For I will restore
their fortunes and have compassion on them,”

98



w

wpalEe] LRz 95 o) RE Frje} 1] Exj5lo]

Q= o] BE Ukl BE wio] o2 4T 1 BE A4
o
=

While Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army and
all the kingdoms and peoples in the empire he ruled were
fighting against Jerusalem and all its surrounding towns, this
word came to Jeremiah from the LORD:
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“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Go to
Zedekiah king of Judah and tell him, ‘This is what the LORD

says: I am about to give this city into the hands of the king of
Babylon, and he will burn it down,

U7k 719] ol Holuh) St wkEA] Al o] &
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You will not escape from his grasp but will surely be captured
and given into his hands, You will see the king of Babylon

with your own eyes, and he will speak with you face to face,
And you will go to Babylon,
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“

Yet hear the LORD's promise to you, Zedekiah king of Judah,
This is what the LORD says concerning you: You will not die
by the sword;
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you will die peacefully, As people made a funeral fire in honor
of your predecessors, the kings who ruled before you, so they

will make a fire in your honor and lament, “Alas, master!” I
myself make this promise, declares the LORD,”
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Then Jeremiah the prophet told all this to Zedekiah king of
Judah, in Jerusalem,
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while the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against
Jerusalem and the other cities of Judah that were still holding

out - Lachish and Azekah. These were the only fortified cities
left in Judah,
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Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant

of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the
name of the God of Israel, who was over them,

ofel] 2:ttfele] o} gubis aAete] o} ellrolrh
Qofut el F-Akslell QI shbde] Be tha] 1] A
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Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Joshua son of Jozadak

set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem, And the
prophets of God were with them, supporting them,

2 wle]] fR2] F AUA F= steiel 2gm Mg
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At that time Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and

Shethar-Bozenai and their associates went to them and asked,
“Who authorized you to rebuild this temple and to finish it?”

$27t o] AEHe A o] 52 ofziglont
They also asked, “What are the names of those who are
constructing this building?”
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But the eye of their God was watching over the elders of the

Jews, and they were not stopped until a report could go to
Darius and his written reply be received,
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This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai, governor of

Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their associates, the
officials of Trans-Euphrates, sent to King Darius,

3 2ol dxlo ]t e 2 HehaaA

The report they sent him read as follows: To King Darius:
Cordial greetings.
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The king should know that we went to the district of Judah,
to the temple of the great God. The people are building it with
large stones and placing the timbers in the walls, The work is

being carried on with diligence and is making rapid progress
under their direction.
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We questioned the elders and asked them, “Who authorized
you to rebuild this temple and to finish it?”
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We also asked them their names, so that we could write down
the names of their leaders for your information,
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This is the answer they gave us: “We are the servants of the
God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the temple

that was built many years ago, one that a great king of Israel
built and finished.
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But because our ancestors angered the God of heaven, he gave
them into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean, king of

Babylon, who destroyed this temple and deported the people
to Babylon,
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“However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, King
Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild this house of God.,
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He even removed from the temple of Babylon the gold and
silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar
had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and brought to

the temple in Babylon, Then King Cyrus gave them to a man
named Sheshbazzar, whom he had appointed governor,

o]y wale] U= o] 22E-L FHA|aL 7HA] a2 akel AlAd)|
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and he told him, ‘Take these articles and go and deposit them in
the temple in Jerusalem, And rebuild the house of God on its site,
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“So this Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundations of the

house of God in Jerusalem, From that day to the present it has
been under construction but is not yet finished.”

oA YA A A7|AAE vPEE A Fo] BEZZ o)A
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Now if it pleases the king, let a search be made in the royal
archives of Babylon to see if King Cyrus did in fact issue a

decree to rebuild this house of God in Jerusalem. Then let the
king send us his decision in this matter,
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King Darius then issued an order, and they searched in the
archives stored in the treasury at Babylon,
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A scroll was found in the citadel of Ecbatana in the province of
Media, and this was written on it: Memorandum:
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In the first year of King Cyrus, the king issued a decree
concerning the temple of God in Jerusalem: Let the temple be

rebuilt as a place to present sacrifices, and let its foundations be
laid. It is to be sixty cubits high and sixty cubits wide,

4 2 F A Al A U g AS Foet 1 vl v el
wefzt

with three courses of large stones and one of timbers, The
costs are to be paid by the royal treasury,
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Also, the gold and silver articles of the house of God, which
Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem and

brought to Babylon, are to be returned to their places in the
temple in Jerusalem; they are to be deposited in the house of God,

oAl frEzt] 7 AUA F= stediel 29E Afjel 13
B9 froetd 7 AUE oA AEE S 1 X Hefstel
Now then, Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and

Shethar-Bozenai and you other officials of that province, stay
away from there,

hpde] A BALS B v o} 253 F2So] SR
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Do not interfere with the work on this temple of God, Let the

governor of the Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild this house
of God on its site.

W7t i A5 WelA shde] o] xS 53t diste]
Us7t ik AFe] RSl 38 2s deley 4] A
A& g A AUHeA AE Ale Felld 2 FHlE
o] AlEl #Zjle] o TER HFA| &7 skt

Moreover, I hereby decree what you are to do for these elders
of the Jews in the construction of this house of God: Their

expenses are to be fully paid out of the royal treasury, from the
revenues of Trans-Euphrates, so that the work will not stop,
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Whatever is needed - young bulls, rams, male lambs for burnt
offerings to the God of heaven, and wheat, salt, wine and olive

oil, as requested by the priests in Jerusalem - must be given
them daily without fail,
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so that they may offer sacrifices pleasing to the God of heaven
and pray for the well-being of the king and his sons.
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Furthermore, 1 decree that if anyone defies this edict, a beam

is to be pulled from their house and they are to be impaled on
it, And for this crime their house is to be made a pile of rubble.
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May God, who has caused his Name to dwell there, overthrow
any king or people who lifts a hand to change this decree or to

destroy this temple in Jerusalem, I Darius have decreed it, Let
it be carried out with diligence.
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Then, because of the decree King Darius had sent, Tattenai,
governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their
associates carried it out with diligence,
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So the elders of the Jews continued to build and prosper under
the preaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, a
descendant of Iddo, They finished building the temple

according to the command of the God of Israel and the decrees
of Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia,
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The temple was completed on the third day of the month Adar,
in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius,
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Then the people of Israel - the priests, the Levites and the rest

of the exiles - celebrated the dedication of the house of God
with joy.
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For the dedication of this house of God they offered a hundred
bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred male lambs and, as a

sin offering for all Israel, twelve male goats, one for each of the
tribes of Israel,
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And they installed the priests in their divisions and the Levites

in their groups for the service of God at Jerusalem, according
to what is written in the Book of Moses,
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On the fourteenth day of the first month, the exiles celebrated
the Passover.
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The priests and Levites had purified themselves and were all
ceremonially clean, The Levites slaughtered the Passover lamb

for all the exiles, for their relatives the priests and for
themselves.

AR Bot e oletel At 2] ol AR ol
ARke] tieke A0 2RE| 2ARE PHE BE olxziel
B S3to] ol ehale] shbd ofE9hE B A
ol o} w7

So the Israelites who had returned from the exile ate it,
together with all who had separated themselves from the

unclean practices of their Gentile neighbors in order to seek
the LORD, the God of Israel,
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For seven days they celebrated with joy the Festival of
Unleavened Bread, because the LORD had filled them with
joy by changing the attitude of the king of Assyria so that he

assisted them in the work on the house of God, the God of
Israel,
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After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia,
Ezra son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah,
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the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub,
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the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth,
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the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki,

opslivole] Aol ola v=shssl gl £ola g2
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the son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the chief priest -
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this Ezra came up from Babylon, He was a teacher well versed
in the Law of Moses, which the LORD, the God of Israel, had

given, The king had granted him everything he asked, for the
hand of the LORD his God was on him,
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Some of the Israelites, including priests, Levites, musicians,

gatekeepers and temple servants, also came up to Jerusalem in
the seventh year of King Artaxerxes,
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Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year
of the king,
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He had begun his journey from Babylon on the first day of
the first month, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of
the fifth month, for the gracious hand of his God was on him,
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For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of

the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in
Israel,

123



O3l | TxI=ol o|n|S HZt5iD] LS HH3| 90 ZAICE

1. ol A2 SERILICH1~5).

197 A 3 oF 606 A=) Azbo] ALk ofeAkarke) 79 whe] Agluch A b of
o} 5 13 ABAHEO] Al T H= %au}z ol szl FEAE olo] 2 AlEE: Al
o] olob7|7} KT, vl Al7]o] 2291 Web % 1R 718t ol Al wso] 5
U7 el A2 B e 48 A gl g AL B 4 itk ABAS oA
= g o] o] AAE The ATl T3 BHL B 5 W, 15 U
3} g go] & HTEA] Fe A0 2 BYLICL 15S 950l ShPIAME £ A, of
2eHe BUIYL ol sete] ol ohitepe] 2QuE ol Eebi EeA ek £ 7}
A3 YU T ASH O R E NFHORE ERSIL Qs WSS 918 Bkl st
Y] £ QUL A129] BAIR o}AR)E 1 Mol S-S 7k v A g
AUk 7L0] S22 uhe} Sebtel UAIAPg oo Lhew|, o] Joj7) o] Azkale )
80] 2% o]B7]0] FE3 Ao e Be FUIL)

2. Of|227t ATHELICHE10).

S o] o 227} of Bl AL AR Uik T HpRZelA Setgtom, Bl
ol SE ST o714 SR &lel thel Hol ob AR S8 W o]
o} S e A9 2 A A5 Ol Ik shde] SR W AeA] 17t
245 S POl0)EA] YO RIE WE 4 YPFUTHER). T o] 2}elo] Fgk A
T 2o A AolEUTE EROIANE AV WPgEol shpd Bl vhet &
Hh2 ojsie} 2 go] HEg] TR, o ekl MYE L TEAE At B BB
TR 7V Al A0R BAAT, SIS Dol shbde] exig upg o A
200 & 2 4L 71 g0l3 ARSUT S ol 2etol A B 41912 Rola
O oI21 WHE & AL 5 A58 AL ol 22 S el Rgol hef

Zlo] sk o] 22}l WPl 4 Eelet oIS A= YUTHI07)

1. MCHZFRILERE M| 2EE 9411 A0p7Hs O A2 Mol A SHFEHM o A2HE HLHo 2
2 7I2XYLCL SHLiEol 2TEH Hdo| &= Hof 528 24 & Shit= FEYLCh 0t st

it} Ut QO QI3 FAI 23]

2. SHLPEHM M22 0| A2t HlES S QIS &7 M 0| 25 7SS Ol YL, Lol
= (L0 OflHiet 7| &, FHFREEEOIL|2t 2E50] 2R QA MIRA ‘RA".:XI SOFFAICE

124



SHY7| | or3o ofg2 TES TABIH MEH B2 WSS Ho| ZAICE

7| | FA 20| 2S5 E ZHIEIAICE URS EAN7|H AlHCR 7| EalE SALICH

AJE 119:13~18 7 ol QO WA 1 BE F2SS, L Y0| 242I2 HHESASLICE * 5
do| WES T2 0] 71EL, 2 S TRl RECHE LI 5 LI Fo| we Sust, Fde|
2 wiek FRABLICE © Fo] S2S 75, Tl B2 AX| AALICL 7 el B2 L1y
2 Choh ZAIAI2. I240F L7} 2110 17 AT, el B2 X 4 USLICE B L 8 HOj F4

AlQ. Z12{of L7t Rl B otofl Q= =2t T2IE 2 AYLIC

o
_'
|
)
H1
|
i
x
O
Ho
oln
O
Y
0\1
%
1=
>
(-]
|
H>
g
|
ox
oz
_'t-__l
o
[z
O

125



of| | u] of 34:8~22

@se| 25 552 OFE &7t =2 o

aa Tz soz

>

10

11

AlE710k Go] o T4l gl B WA g 7EA| = shut
d ollA] Aloks il A5 A EZE Fof] oz olA| RN E
wgol dlmlokelAl szt

The word came to Jeremiah from the LORD after King Zedekiah

had made a covenant with all the people in Jerusalem to
proclaim freedom for the slaves,

1 AR ARttt Zb7) s8] Y eHlE Fol AHR-EAl
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Everyone was to free their Hebrew slaves, both male and
female; no one was to hold a fellow Hebrew in bondage.
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So all the officials and people who entered into this covenant
agreed that they would free their male and female slaves and

no longer hold them in bondage, They agreed, and set them
free,
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But afterward they changed their minds and took back the
slaves they had freed and enslaved them again,

126



12

13

14

15

Telus o5 ete] Weo] ol alAEE ofEulofell
3z} ol2Alg]

Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah:
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“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I made

a covenant with your ancestors when I brought them out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery, I said,
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‘Every seventh year each of you must free any fellow Hebrews
who have sold themselves to you, After they have served you

six years, you must let them go free, Your ancestors, however,
did not listen to me or pay attention to me,
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Recently you repented and did what is right in my sight: Each

of you proclaimed freedom to your own people. You even
made a covenant before me in the house that bears my Name,
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But now you have turned around and profaned my name; each
of you has taken back the male and female slaves you had set

free to go where they wished. You have forced them to
become your slaves again.
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“Therefore this is what the LORD says: You have not obeyed
me; you have not proclaimed freedom to your own people, So
I now proclaim ‘freedom’ for you, declares the LORD - ‘freedom’

to fall by the sword, plague and famine, I will make you
abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth,
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Those who have violated my covenant and have not fulfilled
the terms of the covenant they made before me, I will treat like
the calf they cut in two and then walked between its pieces,
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The leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the court officials, the

priests and all the people of the land who walked between the
pieces of the calf,
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I will deliver into the hands of their enemies who want to Kill
them, Their dead bodies will become food for the birds and
the wild animals,
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“T will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah and his officials into the

hands of their enemies who want to kill them, to the army of
the king of Babylon, which has withdrawn from you,
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I am going to give the order, declares the LORD, and I will
bring them back to this city. They will fight against it, take it

and burn it down, And I will lay waste the towns of Judah so
no one can live there”

34117 EO{X|A
o|o4

FHE0| = g

ol

g A

ot
N

129



O3l | TxI=ol o|n|S HZt5iD] LS HH3| 90 ZAICE

1. SRIIA KRS FX| 24ELICHB~16).

% ?E']_}\\j]—]‘:_ = o== T H—9d RE e

7 AL AU Tk 7P $R% A 5] Brtoleke shide e38
BCHS AHISILIEE e e SR 32 AT 2ol B %%mu} HpEo BH
H SR gl Aol 2 Uob 1EE A0l A7E FUE ASE HEL 5}
T SO 2 AU H11d). 1L 25 OM"‘WM = HAL AT ”%01 Y FA|

ol & A58 TH ok B AAR T AT, o] £52 Higha o)59) np
Rolo] gk ULTHA? TES S of IHA H9He7He? Aol Lok
A Yele] BT B4-g olo] 7= TEAY ShPMANE 15 F ARE FolA &

RTHEGES o Ame] HE 7} olo ), Ao o) WEo] Wl 2Fate A
OS2 257 Eol71A 37 i (U WS ol YA A7 A& FaL T AL

o] ohGUITE 1AL Felo] Glore] o= g HAZE 1159 of
&t 3] 2= o] S Wk ek wA Sibdel ok Taish Bele) 5
H ARSI whEdUTh shEAAM S Aok SREst 5 ollA] AlA| o2 dtol] Folx
Al 3hH YEE9] of YA HE 7S AZTSHAUTH203). kS A7t £33tko 2 312
WA S G sl melo] YRS wWako 2 Aulel tho] ¥ BUTE AFL uh
£0] o] FHE tiAstalA Oﬂ—r dollA = zkato] 2)789] 7187} 2 U HG7:5).
Hp S0l FE5S A 25 AX shEZAME HPEES T BT ol R4
2 /32 A 8t AQUTH2E). 123 ) ¢ AS7lokt TREE PR o) W

=

2

.

HE | U otof S0 XpAIS ATHEAICE

1. 7O EYS0] ofs 2t 352 S58 20 ¥Ef7f Yol Wapt @At SES tHA 22 At
FE MWELICE 250 HIRE 2E0| LA = U=X| EISO0H20 el 250]| & A&l X|

2. ¢lofol IE SHLIEHIA BISHAIE Hido anl B ASLICE 25 £S0i 52! shteel st otks

130



SHY7| | or3o ofg2 TES TABIH MEH B2 WSS Ho| ZAICE

TIE | A 20| £BITE ZHTBAICL 242 SN |0 AIHOR 7| EHE SALIC
A2 19:10~14 © Flo] DES BTk £FECHC BART, BHCH S0[ZEctof 2E3sict " 224
02 F4o| 50| 1 RECE ZDS Bm, IHS X7 |, FHEH 4B B2 HOICt. 7 22iLtof= 7t
X7 RS ol QABLIR OIM L] 23 FPIHKIE P 4001 FAAIR. = Fel 50| Fl2!
5 YDINE 10/ 512 FIX| 22 D0} A 50| 20RO Tl THIX| S| X1 F4AI2. 1
OOF LI= 2751 =104, DE T3t FIoHS $0f I 4 22 HYLICk *Lio| $HOlAI2 22Rto|

A g, U o 2t L kS| Zto] AM|LE FEe| kS0l 715 HiELICE

- 13

o
=
|
)
H1
|
i
x
O
Ho
oln
O
Y
0\1
o
1=
>
(-]
|
H>
g
|
ox
oz
i)
o
O

I'

131



lek ol Ael F09HE B B A7 u}—e— ol Be 5] A%t

= R
efol) o] IRl Alko] 2t Aale] 241 Ao Wolo = 1 e o

oJx)5 Aol HATAol AR Eo] o] FUE o} P AP, Pele 4w
gl BAR ofsle/IE sk Wl e S R 4Ee WA ks 08} 9)
71 Sk SR el TRIEAA] 124 411864 Lo of] 7b e] £} B9l
Shbl W 3% 0eke-2 BRahs J1Eo] otk Aaol sk 1] 4 olmiakeA) 3
ek 7ol Qiekd, 2

s} BAfs Zlolc

Q518 oF ARl 127 3ol o= 2 clrde FHS

rlo

O P Sars FTER] 7 E FAleh 8 7 glviEy (1123h)

whEe] Aol AR s Adie $Fur o A3 88 HolArh A9
139:7~1004] 3t Shipe SHaE] 227k BE Refl AR, 533] oA
47 672 o] WYL S 3 ol 2 whirel opmAIAR v Sl AL
TS FYEAIAL WY ZheH] AAERE shoPES By B A bl AT A1) 5t
o] AIg e o] bl gik webA 47 shvlo] $2) ol Al W de
7h Ik -2k ofn] Faakal shubd gl glow Fakshl shide $2is T we A
ol AAI7] wholc)

132



olzsehale] 3 % AFgl shbdel Gol alsta ol SRR 1010, T 5
of olmie siiskn &334 el rm-‘aoﬂm 152229, 59}] o] 1% whdrhary
1610, S TSl olEele] ol 2l AFE Farpicry, Pl QS Ahwste op
710 e el SHE 4 il *é%‘éOI 25 W) S s, TRl
2 o5 T2 ks el b o Lag Bwe Y] 32 kol A
2b] Brke, Se RO ® S-S ekerlolh e A e oA 5%
1878004 04 40 2 S woefela Bk Aol

Trohd AR SRtolst TSP AR 286l e 2 e @ ol FHeE T
R ARl op 25 U W) SRIEA 127 vhess v ARl Ak AT

7P 7380l SR 22 ZdAF shub, dllge TElaimo| e QIkE
Zoll 1A 2A A4 Shbd, 4% e et age o))
= A shobdEr o AR o s Skl ERke 3l 4 /lrk wies
47 1804 AdEe] 2913ES e olgde Ao o]&g]o] Fola 7} A|FL who Atk A
H AR EellAl olFe] Atttk 11 o]11o] sFoke] Hojolie, A
Fsto] Uolriek 0w SR8 Alghe Aol olZele] 4]

5o g Zuldl Al olgdx
o) el 1 o]114le] <

A7le) Az oRiek

i

T30 $2 ol AR e S ol Be e Qsalaih ARe S Al
e 10 ol %0 ok A olE shba Wol 7k 52223, AL 2 4k
o] hgolm, b A& QREE B2 ZIcis R 38 shbde] abie) sjsol,

il



|
H
E|
S
ol
KF  zu

zlajo|
131:5

HO:

off Ltel

o

|
=
=

10
Kk i

=
5/19~25

oll
K-

134






20  ojeimlok 35:1-19

ke

(@]
il

ol
=

osol#ts 452 L BE AR J|Eo| HF

A
EIEI-

19

oF

0|
2

Sere] @Alok el ob5 olzoly! wjell elzsbAEE] o
&0 dgv]ofellA] ¢slo] o] 2 A=

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD during
the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah:
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“Go to the Rekabite family and invite them to come to one of

the side rooms of the house of the LORD and give them wine
to drink.”
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So I went to get Jaazaniah son of Jeremiah, the son of

Habazziniah, and his brothers and all his sons - the whole
family of the Rekabites,
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I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the room of
the sons of Hanan son of Igdaliah the man of God, It was next

to the room of the officials, which was over that of Maaseiah
son of Shallum the doorkeeper.
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Then I set bowls full of wine and some cups before the
Rekabites and said to them, “Drink some wine,”
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But they replied, “We do not drink wine, because our

forefather Jehonadab son of Rekab gave us this command:
‘Neither you nor your descendants must ever drink wine,

U7 A 24 sl s b de] ERge 26514
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Also you must never build houses, sow seed or plant
vineyards; you must never have any of these things, but must

always live in tents, Then you will live a long time in the land
where you are nomads,
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We have obeyed everything our forefather Jehonadab son of
Rekab commanded us, Neither we nor our wives nor our sons
and daughters have ever drunk wine
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or built houses to live in or had vineyards, fields or crops,

Aol A $2) Az avigol Sl etz o
A|A Yapoieet

We have lived in tents and have fully obeyed everything our
forefather Jehonadab commanded us,
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But when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded this land,

we said, ‘Come, we must go to Jerusalem to escape the Babylonian
and Aramean armies, So we have remained in Jerusalem,”
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Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying:
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“This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go
and tell the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem,

‘Will you not learn a lesson and obey my words?” declares the
LORD,
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‘Jehonadab son of Rekab ordered his descendants not to drink
wine and this command has been kept, To this day they do not
drink wine, because they obey their forefather's command,

But I have spoken to you again and again, yet you have not
obeyed me,
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Again and again I sent all my servants the prophets to you,
They said, “Each of you must turn from your wicked ways and
reform your actions; do not follow other gods to serve them,

Then you will live in the land I have given to you and your
ancestors,” But you have not paid attention or listened to me,

dte] obs avigel Ak e o) Azt ISl P
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The descendants of Jehonadab son of Rekab have carried out

the command their forefather gave them, but these people
have not obeyed me

139



20

2l
=

17

18

19

JHu g whre] oo} o]Agtele] shubdAlA ]9} ol
s Ret Uk feksh lAsle] BE FHlo)
U7t 25007 tiste] Mgt BE AG-S viglely ol Wl
7} ZEA Felode 4] ofsiH E2% tigslA] ofy
goluiet shalrt st

“Therefore this is what the LORD God Almighty, the God of
Israel, says: ‘Listen! I am going to bring on Judah and
on everyone living in Jerusalem every disaster I pronounced

against them, I spoke to them, but they did not listen; I called
to them, but they did not answer.”
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Then Jeremiah said to the family of the Rekabites, “This is what
the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘You have obeyed

the command of your forefather Jehonadab and have followed
all his instructions and have done everything he ordered.
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Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of

Israel, says: ‘Jehonadab son of Rekab will never fail to have
a descendant to serve me.”
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This is a copy of the letter King Artaxerxes had given to Ezra

the priest, a teacher of the Law, a man learned in matters
concerning the commands and decrees of the LORD for Israel:

BE o] g ofeAlrhe sHse] shbde] 2ol gaiet
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Artaxerxes, king of kings, To Ezra the priest, teacher of the
Law of the God of heaven: Greetings.
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Now I decree that any of the Israelites in my kingdom, including

priests and Levites, who volunteer to go to Jerusalem with you,
may go.
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You are sent by the king and his seven advisers to inquire

about Judah and Jerusalem with regard to the Law of your
God, which is in your hand.
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Moreover, you are to take with you the silver and gold that the

king and his advisers have freely given to the God of Israel,
whose dwelling is in Jerusalem,
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together with all the silver and gold you may obtain from the
province of Babylon, as well as the freewill offerings of the
people and priests for the temple of their God in Jerusalem,
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With this money be sure to buy bulls, rams and male lambs,

together with their grain offerings and drink offerings, and sacrifice
them on the altar of the temple of your God in Jerusalem.
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You and your fellow Israelites may then do whatever seems

best with the rest of the silver and gold, in accordance with the
will of your God,
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Deliver to the God of Jerusalem all the articles entrusted to you
for worship in the temple of your God,
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And anything else needed for the temple of your God that
you are responsible to supply, you may provide from the royal
treasury,
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Now I, King Artaxerxes, decree that all the treasurers of
Trans-Euphrates are to provide with diligence whatever Ezra

the priest, the teacher of the Law of the God of heaven, may
ask of you -
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up to a hundred talents of silver, a hundred cors of wheat, a

hundred baths of wine, a hundred baths of olive oil, and salt
without limit,
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Whatever the God of heaven has prescribed, let it be done with

diligence for the temple of the God of heaven. Why should his
wrath fall on the realm of the king and of his sons?
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You are also to know that you have no authority to impose
taxes, tribute or duty on any of the priests, Levites, musicians,

gatekeepers, temple servants or other workers at this house of
God.
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And you, Ezra, in accordance with the wisdom of your God,
which you possess, appoint magistrates and judges to administer
justice to all the people of Trans-Euphrates - all who know the

laws of your God, And you are to teach any who do not know
them,
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Whoever does not obey the law of your God and the law of

the king must surely be punished by death, banishment,
confiscation of property, or imprisonment.
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Praise be to the LORD, the God of our ancestors, who has put

it into the king's heart to bring honor to the house of the LORD
in Jerusalem in this way
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and who has extended his good favor to me before the king
and his advisers and all the king's powerful officials, Because

the hand of the LORD my God was on me, I took courage and
gathered leaders from Israel to go up with me,
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These are the family heads and those registered with them

who came up with me from Babylon during the reign of King
Artaxerxes:
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of the descendants of Phinehas, Gershom,; of the descendants
of Ithamar, Daniel; of the descendants of David, Hattush

27h} A 2 ulE s A Felrls 2vkeh 118k g
ol 7158 A} QA wol e

of the descendants of Shekaniah; of the descendants of
Parosh, Zechariah, and with him were registered 150 men;

HlSERSE 2} Forle 2gkslofe] o} 5 dojgoliy 1
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of the descendants of Pahath-Moab, Eliehoenai son of
Zerahiah, and with him 200 men;
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of the descendants of Zattu, Shekaniah son of Jahaziel, and
with him 300 men;
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of the descendants of Adin, Ebed son of Jonathan, and with
him 50 men;
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of the descendants of Elam, Jeshaiah son of Athaliah, and with
him 70 men;
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of the descendants of Shephatiah, Zebadiah son of Michael,
and with him 80 men;
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of the descendants of Joab, Obadiah son of Jehiel, and with
him 218 men;
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of the descendants of Bani, Shelomith son of Josiphiah, and
with him 160 men;
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of the descendants of Bebai, Zechariah son of Bebai, and with
him 28 men;
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of the descendants of Azgad, Johanan son of Hakkatan, and
with him 110 men;
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of the descendants of Adonikam, the last ones, whose names
were Eliphelet, Jeuel and Shemaiah, and with them 60 men;
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of the descendants of Bigvai, Uthai and Zakkur, and with them
70 men,
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I assembled them at the canal that flows toward Ahava, and we

camped there three days, When I checked among the people
and the priests, I found no Levites there,
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So I summoned Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib,

Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah and Meshullam, who were
leaders, and Joiarib and Elnathan, who were men of learning,
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and I ordered them to go to Iddo, the leader in Kasiphia, I told
them what to say to Iddo and his fellow Levites, the temple

servants in Kasiphia, so that they might bring attendants to us
for the house of our God,
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Because the gracious hand of our God was on us, they brought
us Sherebiah, a capable man, from the descendants of

Mabhli son of Levi, the son of Israel, and Sherebiah's sons and
brothers, 18 in all;
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and Hashabiah, together with Jeshaiah from the descendants
of Merari, and his brothers and nephews, 20 in all,
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They also brought 220 of the temple servants - a body that
David and the officials had established to assist the Levites, All
were registered by name,
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There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we

might humble ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe
journey for us and our children, with all our possessions,
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I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to
protect us from enemies on the road, because we had told the

king, “The gracious hand of our God is on everyone who looks
to him, but his great anger is against all who forsake him,”
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So we fasted and petitioned our God about this, and he
answered our prayer,
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Then I set apart twelve of the leading priests, namely, Sherebiah,
Hashabiah and ten of their brothers,
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and I weighed out to them the offering of silver and gold and

the articles that the king, his advisers, his officials and all Israel
present there had donated for the house of our God.
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I weighed out to them 650 talents of silver, silver articles
weighing 100 talents, 100 talents of gold,
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20 bowls of gold valued at 1,000 darics, and two fine articles of
polished bronze, as precious as gold,
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I said to them, “You as well as these articles are consecrated

to the LORD, The silver and gold are a freewill offering to the
LORD, the God of your ancestors,
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Guard them carefully until you weigh them out in the

chambers of the house of the LORD in Jerusalem before the
leading priests and the Levites and the family heads of Israel”
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Then the priests and Levites received the silver and gold and
sacred articles that had been weighed out to be taken to the
house of our God in Jerusalem.,
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On the twelfth day of the first month we set out from the Ahava

Canal to go to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and
he protected us from enemies and bandits along the way.
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So we arrived in Jerusalem, where we rested three days,
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On the fourth day, in the house of our God, we weighed out
the silver and gold and the sacred articles into the hands of
Meremoth son of Uriah, the priest. Eleazar son of Phinehas

was with him, and so were the Levites Jozabad son of Jeshua
and Noadiah son of Binnui,
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Everything was accounted for by number and weight, and the
entire weight was recorded at that time,
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Then the exiles who had returned from captivity sacrificed
burnt offerings to the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel,
ninety-six rams, seventy-seven male lambs and, as a sin

offering, twelve male goats, All this was a burnt offering to
the LORD,
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They also delivered the king's orders to the royal satraps and
to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, who then gave assistance
to the people and to the house of God,
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In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah,
this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD:
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“Take a scroll and write on it all the words 1 have spoken to

you concerning Israel, Judah and all the other nations from the
time I began speaking to you in the reign of Josiah till now,

ot 7hee] W7t 250l ely 3 Be Ads SaL 2P|
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Perhaps when the people of Judah hear about every disaster I

plan to inflict on them, they will each turn from their wicked
ways; then I will forgive their wickedness and their sin.”
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So Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah, and while Jeremiah

dictated all the words the LORD had spoken to him, Baruch
wrote them on the scroll.
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Then Jeremiah told Baruch, ‘T am restricted; I am not allowed
to go to the LORD's temple,
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So you go to the house of the LORD on a day of fasting and
read to the people from the scroll the words of the LORD that

you wrote as I dictated. Read them to all the people of Judah
who come in from their towns.
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Perhaps they will bring their petition before the LORD and will
each turn from their wicked ways, for the anger and wrath
pronounced against this people by the LORD are great.”
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Baruch son of Neriah did everything Jeremiah the prophet

told him to do; at the LORD's temple he read the words of the
LORD from the scroll,

4] Alof Fe] o5 olsobgle] Al Tl ot
o BE WA} Tk AL S oAl ol mE uly
o] ol59} oFollA] FA A EFAR}

In the ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim son of
Josiah king of Judah, a time of fasting before the LORD was

proclaimed for all the people in Jerusalem and those who had
come from the towns of Judah.
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From the room of Gemariah son of Shaphan the secretary,
which was in the upper courtyard at the entrance of the New

Gate of the temple, Baruch read to all the people at the LORD's
temple the words of Jeremiah from the scroll.
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When Micaiah son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all
the words of the LORD from the scroll,
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he went down to the secretary's room in the royal palace,
where all the officials were sitting: Elishama the secretary,
Delaiah son of Shemaiah, Elnathan son of Akbor, Gemariah

son of Shaphan, Zedekiah son of Hananiah, and all the other
officials,
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After Micaiah told them everything he had heard Baruch read
to the people from the scroll,
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all the officials sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah, the son of
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to say to Baruch, “Bring the scroll

from which you have read to the people and come,” So Baruch
son of Neriah went to them with the scroll in his hand,
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They said to him, “Sit down, please, and read it to us.” So
Baruch read it to them,
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When they heard all these words, they looked at each other
in fear and said to Baruch, “We must report all these words to
the king”
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Then they asked Baruch, “Tell us, how did you come to write
all this? Did Jeremiah dictate it?”
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“Yes,” Baruch replied, “he dictated all these words to me, and I
wrote them in ink on the scroll.”
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Then the officials said to Baruch, “You and Jeremiah, go and
hide, Don't let anyone know where you are,”
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After they put the scroll in the room of Elishama the secretary;
they went to the king in the courtyard and reported everything
to him,
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The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and Jehudi brought it

from the room of Elishama the secretary and read it to the king
and all the officials standing beside him.
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It was the ninth month and the king was sitting in the winter
apartment, with a fire burning in the firepot in front of him.
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Whenever Jehudi had read three or four columns of the scroll,

the king cut them off with a scribe's knife and threw them into
the firepot, until the entire scroll was burned in the fire,
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The king and all his attendants who heard all these words
showed no fear, nor did they tear their clothes,
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Even though Elnathan, Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king
not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them,
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Instead, the king commanded Jerahmeel, a son of the king,
Seraiah son of Azriel and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to arrest

Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet, But the LORD
had hidden them.
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After the king burned the scroll containing the words that

Baruch had written at Jeremiah's dictation, the word of the
LORD came to Jeremiah:
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“Take another scroll and write on it all the words that were on
the first scroll, which Jehoiakim king of Judah burned up,
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Also tell Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘This is what the LORD says:
You burned that scroll and said, “Why did you write on it that

the king of Babylon would certainly come and destroy this
land and wipe from it both man and beast?”
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Therefore this is what the LORD says about Jehoiakim king of
Judah: He will have no one to sit on the throne of David; his

body will be thrown out and exposed to the heat by day and
the frost by night.
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I will punish him and his children and his attendants for their
wickedness; I will bring on them and those living in Jerusalem

and the people of Judah every disaster I pronounced against
them, because they have not listened.”
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So Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to the scribe
Baruch son of Neriah, and as Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote
on it all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah
had burned in the fire, And many similar words were added
to them,
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After these things had been done, the leaders came to me
and said, “The people of Israel, including the priests and
the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the
neighboring peoples with their detestable practices, like

those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites,
Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites,
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They have taken some of their daughters as wives for
themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy race

with the peoples around them. And the leaders and officials
have led the way in this unfaithfulness.”
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When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled hair from
my head and beard and sat down appalled.
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Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel

gathered around me because of this unfaithfulness of the
exiles, And I sat there appalled until the evening sacrifice,
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Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement,
with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my
hands spread out to the LORD my God
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and prayed: “I am too ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift

up my face to you, because our sins are higher than our heads
and our guilt has reached to the heavens,
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From the days of our ancestors until now, our guilt has been
great, Because of our sins, we and our kings and our priests

have been subjected to the sword and captivity, to pillage and
humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today.
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“But now, for a brief moment, the LORD our God has been
gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place in

his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our eyes and a little
relief in our bondage,
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Though we are slaves, our God has not forsaken us in our
bondage, He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings
of Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of

our God and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of
protection in Judah and Jerusalem,
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“But now, our God, what can we say after this? For we have
forsaken the commands
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you gave through your servants the prophets when you said:
‘The land you are entering to possess is a land polluted by

the corruption of its peoples, By their detestable practices they
have filled it with their impurity from one end to the other,

188



12

14

I8 43 041}5£ 59 olgEel FA EaL 259
458 U3 O}a S= 5t HleleA] g 255 st
Bslol PE-S Jds] 7okA] det efsha Y3yt FAdst
of 71 o] ofFthe 22 Hom I e Aol = F
o] JHg ko= &l S Hefet shalvtoltt

Therefore, do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons
or take their daughters for your sons, Do not seek a treaty of
friendship with them at any time, that you may be strong and

eat the good things of the land and leave it to your children as
an everlasting inheritance
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“What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds and our

great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us less than
our sins deserved and have given us a remnant like this,
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Shall we then break your commands again and intermarry with
the peoples who commit such detestable practices? Would you

not be angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no
remnant or survivor?
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LORD, the God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this
day as a remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though
because of it not one of us can stand in your presence,”
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While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing
himself down before the house of God, a large crowd of

Israelites - men, women and children - gathered around him,
They too wept bitterly,
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Then Shekaniah son of Jehiel, one of the descendants of Elam,
said to Ezra, “We have been unfaithful to our God by marrying

foreign women from the peoples around us, But in spite of
this, there is still hope for Israel.

2 v Fo) mF- wham 97 shbde] BRe ue Fas
© Akl 71231E wet o] BE ohfj9o} 250 XS Th R
WZ -2 shbdy doke Aol = 3 Aojzt

Now let us make a covenant before our God to send away
all these women and their children, in accordance with the

counsel of my LORD and of those who fear the commands of
our God, Let it be done according to the Law,
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Rise up; this matter is in your hands, We will support you, so
take courage and do it
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So Ezra rose up and put the leading priests and Levites and all

Israel under oath to do what had been suggested. And they
took the oath,
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Then Ezra withdrew from before the house of God and went
to the room of Jehohanan son of Eliashib, While he was there,

he ate no food and drank no water, because he continued to
mourn over the unfaithfulness of the exiles,
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A proclamation was then issued throughout Judah and
Jerusalem for all the exiles to assemble in Jerusalem,
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Anyone who failed to appear within three days would forfeit
all his property, in accordance with the decision of the officials

and elders, and would himself be expelled from the assembly
of the exiles,
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Within the three days, all the men of Judah and Benjamin had
gathered in Jerusalem, And on the twentieth day of the ninth
month, all the people were sitting in the square before the

house of God, greatly distressed by the occasion and because
of the rain,
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Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have

been unfaithful; you have married foreign women, adding to
Israel's guilt,
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Now honor the LORD, the God of your ancestors, and do his

will, Separate yourselves from the peoples around you and
from your foreign wives,”
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The whole assembly responded with a loud voice: “You are
right! We must do as you say.
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But there are many people here and it is the rainy season; so we

cannot stand outside, Besides, this matter cannot be taken care
of ina day or two, because we have sinned greatly in this thing.
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Let our officials act for the whole assembly, Then let everyone
in our towns who has married a foreign woman come at a set

time, along with the elders and judges of each town, until the
fierce anger of our God in this matter is turned away from us,”

94 elafale] ob xpais) tate] o ofxolrk ot
7 Qg whska Bt d9l Al At 15-S FY

;&

Only Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of Tikvah,
supported by Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite, opposed
this,
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So the exiles did as was proposed, Ezra the priest selected men

who were family heads, one from each family division, and

all of them designated by name, On the first day of the tenth
month they sat down to investigate the cases,
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and by the first day of the first month they finished dealing
with all the men who had married foreign women,
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Among the descendants of the priests, the following had
married foreign women: From the descendants of Joshua son

of Jozadak, and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib and
Gedaliah,
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(They all gave their hands in pledge to put away their wives,

and for their guilt they each presented a ram from the flock as
a guilt offering,)
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From the descendants of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah,
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From the descendants of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah,
Jehiel and Uzziah,
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From the descendants of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael,
Nethanel, Jozabad and Elasah,

g9 Ab Follxs aaplal A|Bo)9) St} sl 2
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Among the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (that is, Kelita),
Pethahiah, Judah and Eliezer,

ek A Sk deloilol 8 BA] Tk A=
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From the musicians: Eliashib, From the gatekeepers: Shallum,
Telem and Uri,
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And among the other Israelites: From the descendants of Parosh:
Ramiah, Izziah, Malkijah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Malkijah and
Benaiah,

26 W A FolAls wirhteh 27tekel ofs]s giTis} o
g5 dejoka
From the descendants of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel,
Abdi, Jeremoth and Elijah,

27 A AR Follxle dseviel dejotilsd siohtel ofg)
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From the descendants of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah,
Jeremoth, Zabad and Aziza,

28 WHl A& FoXE o ashdat shuukel Atulel ol Sal e

From the descendants of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai
and Athlai,

20 R A Folrle Baw) =3 ofrfole} obga 2o
I ool e

From the descendants of Bani: Meshullam, Malluk, Adaiah,
Jashub, Sheal and Jeremoth,
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From the descendants of Pahath-Moab: Adna, Kelal, Benaiah,
Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui and Manasseh,

31 3K A FoPE Aot olxloks} wloks} 2ol
DREEE

From the descendants of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malkijah,
Shemaiah, Shimeon,
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Benjamin, Malluk and Shemariah,
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From the descendants of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad,
Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh and Shimei,
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From the descendants of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel,
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Benaiah, Bedeiah, Keluhi,

36 Shtet malieat okt

Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
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Mattaniah, Mattenai and Jaasu,
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From the descendants of Binnui: Shimei,

oy

39 Aeefel v oprjofet

Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah,

40 shy=ssh A} Alzish

Maknadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
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Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
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Shallum, Amariah and Joseph.,
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From the descendants of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad,
Zebina, Jaddai, Joel and Benaiah,

44 oPFE BT o] ofRls opfj & glolgh Ahe} 11 Froll= A
£ ¥ oRIE U=
All these had married foreign women, and some of them had
children by these wives,
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